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THE SIXTH UNITED SWATES INFANTRY

BY
CHARLLS BRYNE,
15T LIEUTENANT AND ADJUTANT SIXTE U.S5. INFANTRY

The first mention of the Sixth Infantry is found in the Acts of
Congress of July 16, 1798, and March 3, 1799.

The roster for August 1, 1799, gives as its senior officer, with
rank of lieutenant colonel and commandant, James Kead of NWorth Carolina,

" who was appoimted on April 24, 1799.

There were two majors, Alexander 1. Moore and William Brickall,
both from North Carolina, ten cpatains, six first lieutenants, ten se=~
cond lieutenants, and a surgeon.

0f the thirty officers constituting the commissioned strength on
this date, twenty seven were appointed from Horth Carolina and three
from Tennessee, and orders from the War Department of Jan., 5, 1800, di-
rect that this regiment be recruited in North Carolinaj but on June 15
following we find it disbanded under the¢ Act of May 14,.1800.

April 12, 1808, should be considered the birth day of the present
Sixth Infantry, For under the Act of Congress of that date the Regiment
was organized, and it has since then been continuously in serviee.

Its first colonel was Jonas Simonds, a;pointed from Pennsylvania on

‘July 8, 1808, dnd.his name with those of Joseph Constant, lieutenant

colonel from New York, and Zebulan M. Pike, major from New Jersey, and
the names of ten captains, ten first lieutenants, ten second lieutenants,
nine ensigns, cone surgeon, and one sugeon's mate, appear in the commis=-
ioned roster of the Regiment for Jan., 1809.

During the war of 1812-15 the B8ixth Infantry took part in the battles
of Heights of Queenstown, U.C., 13th Qct., 1812; York, U.C., 27th April,
1813; Fort George, U.C., 27th May, 1813%; and the siege of Plattsburgh, N.Y.,
6th to 1lth Sept., 1814.

Ceptain Geerge Nelson, whose name appears as the fifth ranking first
lieutenant on the list of offiecers for 1809, was killed in ihe assault on
Queenstown Heights, Oct. 13, 1812, First Lieutenant George w. kunk was
mortally wounded at Plattsburgh, Sept. 7, 1814, and died on the following day.

No other casualties seem to have oceureped amon the offjcers during this
was, and prior there to the only recorded deaths are those of Captain John
T. Gently who died Oect. 20, 1809, and lst Lieutenant John Stewart who was
killed in a duel during January 1812.

March 1, 1815, found Colonel Jonas Simonds still at the head of the
Regiment; but, in the reduction of the army of that year under the Act of
March 3, 1815, the Sixth was re-organized, und consolidated with $he 1llth,
25th, 27th, 29th, and 37th, Regiments of Infantry, and Colonel Henry
Atkinson of the 37th was retained as its Colonel,

In regimental orders dated Fort Lewis, N.Y., Aug. 27 1815, Colonel
Atkinson "assumes the command of the Sixth Hegiment of Infentry, whieh the
President of the United States has been pleased to confiée to hic eare.

In entering upen his duty he is not unconscious of the importance and
responsibility of the charge; but he embraces it with confidence, relying
as he does upon the aid which he will dreive from the ability ond ex-
perience of his field and staff and platoon officers, as well as upon the
good character of the troops composing the regiment."

On Sept, 4th the Regiment embarked at Fort Lewis for Governor®s Island,
N.Y., where it arrived the following day and remained until April 16,

1816, when it left on transports for Troy enroute to Plattsburgh, H.7es
where it arrived on the 3oth.

The year 1817 found the Sixth Infantry under its colonel at Plattsbusgh,
where it remained until the spring of 1819.
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The following extract from division orders describes the nature of the

service the Regiment performed during this period tnd chowe its high
standing as an organigution:

"HE, DLUARTERS NORTHERA DIVISION,
: Brownville, 8th Qct., 1818,
"DIVISION ORDE o: '

"The Major General having completed the review of the troops, and
examination of the posts in the eastern section of his command, can-
not conceal the gratification that has been connected with the per-

. formance of this pert of his duky, In activity of labor upcm public

workds and discipline as well as police znc drill, and in readiness to
obey the call and justify the expectations of the eccuntry, he is con-
vinced that the troops he has lately inspected are not to be sur-
passed.

"The Sixth Regiment of Infantry was found employed on the forti-
fications at Kouse's Point, and although devoted exclusively to la=~
bor for the previous three months, its appearance conformed to the high
reputation it has always sustained.

"The labor of the troops of this corps has been of high and im—
portant character.

"The ecountry at large is indebted to thcm for their activ1ﬁy in
fortifying one of the most important avenumes, -and,the formation of
the road from Ilattsburgh to Chatiauguay will be a service of long
and grateful remembrance to the distriet where Lhe} have been gta=-
tioned,

"The Commanding General is gratified to state thut these impor-

. tant services have been rendered vithout the least dterioration of

19,

their excellence as soldiers.
* 'y * * e * x*
BY ORDER OF MAJOR GENERAL BHOﬁH:.

(signed) 7 R.b. HARRISON,
Aid.de Camp."

The Regiment left Plattsburgh for Cantonement Greenbush on iarch
1819, with the women and children and baggage of Officers and men on

transport sleighs.

At Albany the following order was issued:

"ALBANY, March 29, 1819.
"DETACHMENT ORDLRS: :

"The Colonel being ordered to Washington City on duty connected
with his comsiand, thé 6th Regiwent and the detachment of the &th at
Greenbush will move by water transport so soon as the Hudson becomes
navigable below this place to New Brunswick, New Jersey, under the
orders of Lieut. Col. Snelling, ond from thence it is tc be marched by
him by the nearest and best road to Pittsburgh, where the Colonel will
himself join the detachment.

"Lieut. Colonel Snelling will take the necessary means to insure
tlat land transportation be in rescdiness for the detachment on its
arrival at New Brunswick.

(8igned) H. ATKINSON,
Colonel 6th Infantry."

It aerrived at New Brunswick April 8, and was at Carlisle Burracks

. from the 18th to the 22d and in camp at iinker's Kun, twenty miles from
pittsburgh, by the 30th.

Orders were issued at camp near Pittsburgh, liany 8, for thc embarkation

of the Regiment on transport boats for St. Louis.




The boats were numbered fromw 1 to 1", anc followed each other in that
order. They were propelled by cars und sail-, apd there was a regular syfi=
of signals pravided in .ovders for their government.

This fleet of boats with the Sixth Infantry on board was off Cinein-
pati May 15, 1819. So that more than seventy three years ago the Regiment
_passed down the Ohio under the shadow of the Kentucky hills shere Fort
Thomas is now so beautifully &ituated,

On June 8, it left the trunsports and went into camp at Belle Fon-
taine, Missouri, .

The following is an extract from orders issued by Col, Atkinson as come
mander of the Nintn Military Department, Headquartersy St, Louis, Mo. Junc
8, 1819.

"In closing this order the Colonel commanding avails himself of this
eccasion to express his entire satisfaction of the conduct of the Sixth
Regiment during a long and fatiguing march from Plattsburgh.

"The facility vith which it has moved has exceeded the expectations
of the Dpartment of Was, and of the Commanding General, and will form
a bpight era in the character of the corps. But though so much hae been
done there still remains further duty to c¢lose the mareh. The Council
Bluffs are yet ot be reached, and every officer and mun must be ready

‘to .ove at a short notice to accomplish the¢ object. The regiment will
be transportcd in steamboats..to ithat point where permznent arragements
will me made for its accommodation, ; & = :

"The Council Bluffs are situated in thc ifinest climate and district
of country in America, and may be justly esteemed the most desirable
post on the Continent." :

The Regiuent avalted supplies and transportation at Belle Fontaine un-
til July 4, when it embarked for Council Bluffs on:the Stecamboats Jefferson,
Expedition, and Johnson, under the iraediate command of Major Gad Humphreys,
.Colonel Atkinson accompanying the expedition as commander of the Ninth
Military Depa;tment. It reached Camp Uissouri neur Council Bluffs in Sepe.
tember. Colonel Atkinson in a private letter says:

A :

"We were greatly rctarded by the steamboats, which formed & part of
our tranpportation, not being able to navigate the Missouri with any
facility, There were three, neithcr of which reaeched sny given point.
¢éme -ascended pnly one hundred and fifty wmiles, anothcr three¢ hundred
and fiftE, and the third four hundred and fifty, the cargoce of all
having afterwards to be carreed up in keel boats.

"Those difficulties of course kept back thc progress of the troops,
as it would not have dcene to have procecded and left our supplies un-
protected, and it was besides necessary to have them 1o subsist on,

Hot with#tanding all the embarrassments, we reached Council Bluffs, a

point seven hundred miles above the mouth of the river on the first of

QOctober. Here from the vieinity of several powerful tribes of Indians

it becamw necessary-to establish a post. The troops were landed znd

put to work to cover themselves for the winter and erect the necessary
defences, all of which w¢re completed in season, and we remained eon-_a
tented w}th the prospect of sending one of the regiments to the mouth

%f' Yellowstone early in the*Sprifg. ' The Rifle Regjment. which was -
.w.Stationed at a poht four hundred end 1ifty miles up the Missouri was
... Joined to my com and. |

L : Rt S AU % 2 A o :
This was known as the Yellowstone Expedition of 1819; but as Congress
the following |winter (declared against the¢ expediency of its further pro-
gress, the expedition terminated at Council Bluffs., Colonel Atkinson adds:

‘"As the troops were halted at the Bluffs our military dutie® con-
sisted in looking after the conduct and movements of the Indians, und
maintaining properl-discipline, Much idle time of coursg, might huve
expended, but instead of induglging in it we turned our attention to
farming and raising stock." e

On May 13, 1820, Colonel Atkinson was promoted to the fr:iade of briga-
dier general, and was succeded by Coloncl Nimhn Pinkn§, promot@d from the
2d Infantry. :

The follewing Session of Congress the Army was reduced, snd under the
Aot of March 2, The Sixth was again reorganized by consolidation #®ith the
Rifle Regiment of Fort Atkinson (Council Bluffs), May 4, 1821; an¢ Gemersl

ry Atkinson was retained as Colonel of the Sixth Infantyy with the rank
revet brigadier genera, filling the vaeaney wade by the transfey of

nel Pinkney to 3d Infantry, August 16, 1821.




The following is anuvexipact.form Oriders Fo. 22, Headquarters West
Department, Major General CGaines comwaadiing, ated I'ort Atkinson, Febt. 30,
1822,

"The Commanding General hoving com lcted the inspection of the Sixth
Regiment, the position it occupies, vith the publie property with which
1t is charged, takes great plcasurc in publishing to the troops of his
department the assurunce of his highest approoation of the conduct of
of the officers and men of ihe regiment generally, and tendering his
acknowledgments particularly to the Fenersl, the Colonel, Brevet Major
Ketchum, =zn¢ other officeérs lately in cowmmand, for the conducive evi-
dence they have exhibited of Lhe practicability of uniting upon a
large scale the valuable operation of agriculture with Lhe primary
duties incident #0 a pesace estublishment.

"This importsznt and heretofore doubtful point has been completely
settled, and the fuct fully exemplified by the Sixth Hegiment, that
persuits of agriculture and military science may be accordingly com=
Eined without any destruction of the military character of the troops.
As this regiment has proved itself to be squal in every movement and
every branch of military duty t6 the best dreilled battalion the Com-
mahding General has seen in his Department.

* * * * * * *

"That so much labor should have been performed by the troops at this
place, and that they should at the sume time not only retain their milj
tary character but in fuct improve as theydoubtless have improved in
the acquirement of military knowledge under the new system to which
their attention has been directed, is as novel as it is interesting gnd
cannot but secure to every officer snd men the approbation of our
ecountry.

"The buildings constructed by the troops consist of four blocks of
hewed log barracks comprehending eighty eight rooms with shingle roof,
plank floor, and a brick chimney to each; with a strong magazine, and
the best kind of wooden store-houses, of umple size, for the quarter-
master's and subsistance departments; a saw mill, capable of sawing
fifteen hundred fect of plank per day; and a grist mill that will grind
one hundred and fifty bushels per day."

e R S R s T v i e R TR
The land under cultivation was extimated ut five hundred and six acres.
General Atkinson writes on December 13, 1822:--=

"The first season we made tvelve thousund bushels of corn, the
second fifteen thousand, and the third twenty thousund, besides more
potatoes and 2ll sorts of garden vegetables than can be destroyed. We
have a stook of three hundred cattle and the troops have the milk of a
hundred ®ows. We have 8 saw and grist mill, and I think in another year
we shall subsist ourselves without drawing upon the interior."

The Sixth Infantry thus built the first United States fort west of the
Missouri River, and started the carliest settlement in Nebraska., - Fort
Atkinson was afterwards known as Fort Calhoun, in honor of John €. Calkoun
Secretary of War. It was situated on the original Council Bluffs, about
twenty miles distant from the present city of thst name and z2bout sixteen
miles from the site of Omaha. The nearest settlements weére St. Louis on
the south, Prarie Du Chien on the east, and the Fort of the Hudson Bay
Company at Vancouver, in the north-west.

While the Six h was at Fort Atkinson in June, 1823, it was led by its
dieutenant colonel, Henry Leavenworth, to the relicf of Generszl Ashely's
party, which had been attacked by wund was in imminent denger from the
Arikara Indians. Lieutenant Colonel Leavenvorth in writing to Gerneral
Atkinson, then absent from the post says:

"We shall tuke two six pounde:g and severe} swivels und perhaps a
howitzer. My party will be about two hundred strong in rank and file.
If necessary it is expected thut we can raise a conside¢rable auxilisry
force amon the Sioux. We shall do all we can to support the honor of
your regiment, and hope with the blessings of kind Heaven to meet apprO=-
bation of our superiors and of our country. We go to s:cure the lives
and property of our citigzens and chastise those who have committed out
rages upon them."

.-- : 3 ,1.- = e 3 i i 5 7 . 28 e




The expediticon resulted in the defest of the Indians and the destruction
of their villages, and the Adjutant Gener:zl in ccknowledging to the Depart
ment Commander the receipt of the detailed re;ort of the opcrations of '
Colonel Leavenworth's command, says:

"These papers huve been submitted to the. General in Chief who directs
me to express tu you his high satisfaction with the sucess of the ex-
pedition and his approbation of the conduct of Colonel Lezvenworth and
his officers, to whom he desires you to cenvey his thunks for the zeal
and aotivity whiech they have displayed upon this occasion."

The Regiment remained at Fort Atkinson until April 22, 1827, ehun a
battalion eompesed of Companies 4, B, D, G, and K, commanded by Captain and
Brevet Major Daniel Ketchum, cembarked on the transport boats Ractoon, Llk,
Otter, and Beaver, enroute to Jefferson Bariacke, where it arrived and went
into cap on May 17. The remainder of the regiment ineluding Headguarters
under Lieutenant Coloncl A, R.: Woolley comucnced the descent of the Missouri.
The flotilla consisted of the transport boats Grenedier, Montgomery, Water-
witeh, and Llk, Storeboat Mink, und Barges Nés. 1,2,3,4, and 5, At Camp
Leavenworth the transport boat Grenadier, QtOIt—bOd Mink, snod Barges 4 and
5, were turned in to the Quartermaster's Department, and th\ command cons
inuing the descent of the river arrived Junc. 22, at thc ceamp at Jefferson !
Barracks, Missouri.

The orders for the government of ithe Flotilla enroute from Fort Ltkin-
son are models of their kind, and in their clear und explicit provisions for
every possible contingency refleect the soldierly quelities of the commande
ing officer.

After the return of the Regiment from rort Atkinson in 1827, it was
established at Jefferson Barracks with purt of the 3 ¢ Infaniry, ané the
post was regarded as the Infantry Schoel of Practice of that day. The
Famous old Regimental Mess oxiginated cbout this time and lnsted for more
than twenty years, until after the return from Mexieo in 1848.

Gerneral Atkinson, the Colonel of the Sixth Infantry, was the first
commandant of Jefferson Barracks.

In May 1829, Comparies A,B,F, unc¢ H, under Ceptuin end Lrevet sajor
Bennet Riley, were detached from the Regiment a2t Jefferson Barracks to es-
cort the overland traders to Santa Fe, ond on thcir return in the full they
took post at Fort Leavenworth.

On June 19, 1830 Brevet 2d Lieutenant Charles 0. May vus killed in a
duel at Jefferson Barracks by Brevet 2d Lieutenant James H. wright. The
former was from Vermont, und latter from South Crrélins. Both came to the
Regiment from West Point July 1, 1829. ' ;

The story *is that there was a.very beautiful young lady, Miss Louisa
Bullett, exceedingly attractive, a great belle and u great cogquette. Many
of the young officeru were madly in love with her, among otheérs Licutenants
May and Wright.’ They were jealous of cuch other, a quarrcl ensucd and a
challege ,passed. Matters were arrsonged, and « meeting took place which re-~
sulted in the death of May .

Lieutenant Wright died asbout two months aftcrward.

The companies at Fort Leavenworth returned to Headquarters in December,

1831, and the Regiment was agein cconcentrated ut Jefferson Burracks, pree-
paratory to taking the field against the Sac uné Fox Indians in the Bluek
Hawk War., By June, 1832, it had reuched Dixon's Ferry ond was sctively cn-
gaged in tlie campaign conducted by its colonel szs Comm:nder of the Frontier
Forces of the North Wwest.

Oft Aug. 24 General Atkinson's Army of which the S xtb under Lieutenant
Colonel Daniel Bsker formed & large purt of the Recgular Brigade, came up
with Black Hawk at the junction of the Bud Axe und Missiseippi Livers, cnd
1mmadiately attcked him. The battle lasted cbout three hours. The Indians
fought with desperation, but were defeated unc dispersed, suffering u lossg
of about two hundred killed &nd wounded,*

This action was the finisting strokc of t{he war, and Black Hawek, de-
serted by his followers, soon aftcr surrendered to the Agent at Prarie Du
Chien. General Atkinson, in orders, expressed his approbation of the brave
conduct of the troops engaged, refeiring to the faet thet the Hegular troops
among others were from their position in order of battle morc iamedintely i
in conflict with the enemy. The orders in this case wer. signed, as A.D. C.

¥ Indian Wrs of the United States.--<wm V. Noore.
S 6 ;




and acting Assistant Adjutant General, bty Albert Sidney Johnston, then e
second lieutemant in the Sixth Infantry and Lajutunt of the Regiment--killed
while in command of the Confederate Army at Sniloh.

Regimental orders of September 7, 1832, appoint as Adjutant of the
Sixth Infantry 2d Lieutenan® Philip St. George Cook, who afterwards entered
the dragoens and in 1861 became a brigadier general.

On Qectober 2d the Regiment arrived at Jefferson Barracks,

From Dec. 1832 until Aug. 1834, Companies 4,B,F and H, were stationed
at Fort Leavenwoirth, the Headquarters cnd six compunies remzining at
Jefferson Barracks, where¢ the entire regiment was concentratcd in September
1834. .

The Regiment left Jeffeison Barracks on February 29, 183%6, enroute to
Louisiana. It arrived et Natchitoches, 1La., by detachm®nts on thc 6th und
8th of March and enceamped near that place. For want of Transportation the
march had to be continued by detuchments, the last company arriving at
For Jessup. i

By April 17th the Regiment was concentr. ted at Camp Sabine, Louisiana,
with the exception of Company G which joined from Fort Jessup on June 5th.
By November 30th Companies C,C and E, were at Forth %orth, Lu., I and K at
Camp Sabine, and the remainder with Hezdquarters at Fort Jessup.

The Sixth Infantry was now under orderf for Tlrids, destincd to be the
field of its greatest glory. The Heaudquurters with Compunies A, B, F, @&,
Hy I, and K, left Fort Jessup Dec. 19 arrived “t llew Orlcans on Jan 16,
1837+ apd sent te toke station ati Camp Sabine, Louisiana, where they
arrived the 27th,

On February 28th the Legiment, excepting the three companies at Camp
Sabine, was at For Dade, East Florida.

By November 14, the¢ Headquarters with Companies A,B,F,G,H,I, and K,
Lieutenant Colonel Alexeander R. Thompson Commending, had arrived at Fort
Taylor.: 5 I ; '

The Sixth, excepting Companies C,D, and 1k, under .its lieutenant colenel
was now part of a swparate column comianded by Colonel Zachary Taylor of the

-1st Infantry.

All hopes of bringi g the war to a ¢lose by negotiztion through the
mediation of the Cherokee delegation being =zt an end, u=né the Indians having
announced their determination to fight it oocut t6 the lust, Colonel Taylor
on December 19th recieved orders to proceed with the least possible delay
against any portion of the enemy he might hear of within etriking distance,
and to destroy or capture him.

After leaving an adequate force for the _rotection of his depot, he
started with dwelve days rations with the b:ulance of his commznd, consigt-
ing of Captain Munroe's company of the fourth Artillery, thirty-five men;
the First Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, two
hundred snd seventy-four; the Sixth Infantry under Lieutensznt Colonel
Thompson, two hundred and twenty-one; pioneers, thiry; pontoneers, thirteen;
and seventy Delaware Indians; mzking a forcc exclusive of offiecers, of
eitht hundrcd «nd seventy menn.

It was known that the Indians were retreating in « vody south, and :ovl
would be obliged to betake themselves to the Everglades or maintain their
ground by an ebstinate resistance.

On Dec. 25, 1837, Colonel Taylor's army cgme upon the encay strongly
posted in a dense hammock, perfectly concealed, und confident of victory.
Their number has been variously estimete@ up to seven hundred.

The only approach led through a swamp knee deep in mud and water,
covered with saw grass five feet high, 2nd perfectly swept by the eneamy's
fire. The engagement was brought on by iMorgan's spies und the volunteers
under Gentry. These troops moved gallantly forward, exposed to 2 hcavy fire,
whioh, accompanied by infernal yells, was poured in upon thewm from the
trees tops and from every thicket and concealment. "

Colonel Gentry fell mortally wounded; his men began to stageer, and
fine 1ly seized with a paniec, hroke =nd fled im wild disorder.

After referring to the repuise of the repwlse of the volunteers, and

~ the failure fo repested efforts to hring them mgein into action, Colonel

Taylor, in his detziled report of the battle off Okee-cho-bee, says:

"The enemy, however were proemptly cleeked and driven back by the
4th and 6th Infantry, which in truth miglkit be said to be a moving
kattery.

"The wight of the enemy's fire wes' pr incipally concentroted on
five companies of the 6th Infantry, wniesh not only stood fi¥m , but
‘continued to advance until their gallan% coemonder, Lieutecnant Colonel
Thompson, and the Adjutant Lieutenant “enter, were killed »nd every
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officer with on: exception, as well as rmosh of the uon-commissioned
officers, including; the Sergeant Major nnd zcur of the orderly Ser=
geants, killed and woundal of those conpanies, waen that portion of
the regiment retired tc o short distarce aud were agair formed, one
of these companies'gevirg but four membhers lef”. untouched,"

He refers to the iwo romaining companies of tl:e 6th Infantry under
Captain Noel being engaged and continuing to Axilve the enenmy in conjunce
tion with other tro’ps, and %o the enemy being vurencd by the lst, 4th
and 6th until near night, and vntil the troops wrre nearly exhavsted, and
the enmemy d:iven 'n all dircotions. Colonel Tayler continues: :

. "I gm not sufficient master of words to express my admiration of
the gallantry and steadiness of the officers and soldiers of the Sizth
Regiment of Infantry. It was their fortune to bear the brunt of the
battle. The report of the killed and wounded, which accompanies this,
is more conelusive evidence of their merits than anything I can saye

- After five gompanics of this regiment, against wiich the enemy direo-

_ ted the most deadly fire, were nearly cut up, there being ouly four
men left uninjured in one of them: and every officer and orderly .
sergeant of those companies, with one excertion, were -either killed
or wounded; Captain Noel, with the remalaing two 'companies, his ewm
company K, and Crossman's, B, commanrded by Second lieutenant Voods,
which was left of the regiment, formed on the right of the Fourth
Infantry, entered the hammock with that regiment and continued the
fight and the pursvit until its termivation,

"It is due to Captain Andrews ant Ideutenant Walker, to say they
commanded two of the five companies mentioned above, and they contine
ued to direct them, wntil they were both severely wounded m~nd corried
from the field; the latter rcoieved ‘hrec separate ballsg,"

He spcaks in complimentary terms of lst Lieutenant George H. Griflin,
6th Infantry, on his personal staff and an Ailde-d- -Camp to Major Gemeral
Gaine and a volunteer from his staff in Mlo:ida. referring to his pronovte
ness and efficiency in sustaining him, and to his good conduct and ala-
cerity in conveying orders during the cctior of the 25th December,

Colonel Taylor continues: :

"It is.dve to hiu rank and talente, a3 wcll 3 to his long and
important services, that I partienlarly me.tion Lieutenant Colonel
A. R, Thompson, of the Sixth Infaniry, who fell iv the discharge of
his duty, 2t the he-1 of his.regiment. Fo vag in Teeble health
brought on by exnosure tot his climate during the past sumuer, ro=-
fueing to lecave the country while his regiment continued in ite.
Although he recieved two balls from the rire of the enemy early
in the action, vhich wounded him severely, yet he appeared to dis=
regard them, and continued to give his orders with the same coolness
that he would have done had is regiment been undur review or on
any parade duty. Advancing, he recieved a third ball, which at
onoe deprived him of life. His last words were: 'Keep steady, men,
charse the hamuock--remember e regiment to which you belong,!

"Captain Van OSwearingen, Licutenant Brcoke, and Lieutanant and

~-Adjutant Center, of thc game regiment, who fell on that day, had no
superiors of their ye rs in serviece, and in point of chivalry

e e

ranted ameng the first in the army or nation,"

The most imporvant chiefs participaled in *his affair, Alligator
says ‘therq were engaged in the action thres iLundred aind eighty warriorss
Many were posted in trees, enveloped in muia 80 28 not to be discovereds
Others were behind large trees vhich rad been notuhcd to provide rests
for their #ifleb. 1[He Indians probably suflfered ejually witn the troops,
as they lerft ten deac on the ground buesides doubtlass ecarrying off more.

As has been said by Colonel Taylor, the most conclusive evidence of’
the glorious record of the gallant Sixtrn on %lat bloody Christmas of
1821, is the official list of those whe fell killied and wounded in the
action.




Return of the Killed and Wounced st the Patlo ¥ Okee-cho=-bect--

. ———— A . Y NS . Py —— A

T WILLED ___ WOUNDED
REGIMENTS & CORPS COMMANDED BY OFFioy, . OFFL- oo

CERS " CERS
Regulars.
1st Infantry.....u.... Lieut. Col. Da.venp:)r‘t. s seaee weses eense 4
4th Infantry:.-..,..-., Lieut. Col, FOsStoraee s« PP 3 1 18
Sth Infa.‘ntry‘---..-.u.- Lieut. Col. Yhompson... % 16 2 55
Mounted 4th Infﬂn.try.-. Captain AlleNeseesecesns Fasca Aseae sseve 1
Volunteers.
Missouri Volunteers,..,. Colonel Centryseececses. 3 1 3 22
spies........‘......". I‘ieut. colonel Morgan.- L L A 2 3 4
IndianBeccsessecssenons Captain ParkBsassonisis #3484 “reee WREss sesss
TOTALI!IDI..III.....‘.. i :_2_2_'.__ --._.10‘2“

Of the Sixth Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel Alcxander R, Thompson was
wounded in three places before he f ell, The f irst ball passed through the
abdomen to the left, the s cond in the right breast, and the last through
the chin and neck evidently shot from a tree. He fell in a sitting pos-
ture, uttering as he died the memorable words quoted in Colonel Taylor's
report.

Captain J. Van Swearingen was shot in advance of hisc ompany, in the
" lower part of the neck., When passing to the rear he raised both hands to
his head, fell flat on his face, and expired instantly. Lieutenant and
Adjutant J. P. Center was shot through the head from a tree, and expired
on the spot. First Lieutenant E. J. Brooke was shot through the hecart.
Sergeant Major Henry Sleephack was mortally wounded, and died Decas 27.%

*Tﬁylor‘é Reporf, Return of Killed and Wounded, =nd other details as to the
Battle of Okee-cho~bee.~~Sprague!s Origin. Progrorz, and Conclusion of
the Florida War, and Montgomery's Life of Ta-lo.

The conflioet was one of the fiercest and moysi fetal of the whole war,
and so dispirited and weskenecd the Indians thal *hsy wore never after
able to collect a sufficient force to openly resist vhe rovernment.

The thanke of the President of the United Jur+.s vere tendered Colo-
nel Taylor and the officers, non-commissioned ¢ 74 cer<. and troops of the
regular army, for the discipline and Lravery “i1-dlwycd "y “hem .on the
occasion of this battle.

On April 25, 1838, Lieutenant Coloie™ Jotn Toule, ‘i 4, vho had su=-
ceeded Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, was xillad by ti: cryploeion of a
steamboat, and Major John Green, 5th Inrantrzy. thua in cowrand of the
District West of the Suannee, became Lieutensnuv Colonci - *he Sixth,

In May Companies C, D, and E, which rac ccr-ined vnti? thig time at
Camp Saebine, La., joined the forces serving iu lLas, ¥icvidq. ang by Hovem=
ber the whole of the Regiment was in middle Florida ri2r the command of
Captain William Hoffman.

During this period and 'ntil the close of hostilitic.. .he Sixth was
employed by company or detachment at small posts and « awps, scouting and
marchings seeking the wily foe in dense hammocks and 1 .v.: Lroeling
swamps; and bravely suf’ering the incomparable hards®.p~ 1. :ident to that
most trying of our Indian Wars.

On May 2, 1839, 2d Lieutenant William Hulbert aud s=veral men were
waylaid and killed by Indians near Fort F. Brooke.

Company I, under lst Lieutenant Samuel Wood: 1n1 2?3 Licutenant Lewis
A. Armstead, had =n engagement with the Indiars .t Irvi{ A.drovs on Aug.
29, lng,Ji? which one sergeant and one private were killed,

uly 13, 1840, two men of Compauy D were % .iled %y indione no
Fort Plea.saflt. ; ; i ( DL dar e et
On Septembcr 21 Lieutenant Colsnel John G.ocny di . € 718 Suce
ceeded by Lievtonant Colonel (vetovus Loomis prouoied trom Lhe 2d Infantry
: i : ; v .

The Sixth infontry remainel in Ilorida ur<.) after tas restoration
of peace when i. was sint north on Transports via New Oricans.

e ?{ ﬁzﬁcgegz,biu§ﬁi thg entifp rcgfment was again et Jefferson Barracks,
. ; ehind, killed in covion, or dead from wounds snd dige
eases ten officers and cne hundred and twenty-nine enlisted me: , ‘nelud=

ing the sergeant Major, quartermaster sargeant e ight se
T ah e rge ¥ 3
corporals. 8 geants and seven

o 4}




On April 16th the Reginent 121 Jeffor
Cs No, where the last company wyrived Moy i

In July news was recieved of the &eath of Brevet wigndier General
Henry Atkinson, commanding Department Ho. 1, Wastcrn loviaica. wiioh 0C-
ourred at his headquarters at Jefferson Borracks, ¥o.. -n june 14, 1842

This distinguished officer was the cclonel oFf she Tivth Tafanicy ror
more than twenty-six yenrs.

General Atkinson was succeeded by Colonel Wijiliam Duversorr, promo-
ted from the lst Infantry. *

January, 1843, found the Headquarters, and Coppaniez B, 1, =nd K,
still at Fort Towson; Companies A, B, G, =2nd H. 4t Fori Srhsong -C ot Tort
Washita; and D and F at Fort Smith, Ark. On Februory 25 the Icadgrnarters
arrived at Fort Gibson, haoving left Forli Towson ths &th.

On July T, 1843, Colonel Davenpori efllcctcl a ttongfer of egiments
with Colonel and Brevet Brigadier Ge.ier:l Zacnary Jaylsr. The Tormer re=
turned to t he First, and latter, afterwards tue hero ¢f Baena Vipia -nd
Montery, and President of the Urited Statcs, necure coloncl of the Sixth
Infantry. General Taylor was then 2t Fort Soith, Arlaneas, in coiaand of
the 2d Military Departuente.

In September the Healquarters of the Regimaut relvinzd to Fort Tow=
son, and remained there until December., On Dez., 20 the Hooadguarvers and
Companies A, E, G, and I, were at Fort G'bson, C. N; B, C, I, and K, at
Fort Towson; and D and F at Fort Smith. :

On June 21, 1844, the Hendquarters were established at Fort Smith.

On the regiientd return for July of this year, Brevel 2d Lieuten=,
ant #infield S. Hancock, who in after yenrs became so eminent as a ¥zior
General, and as the Democratic cundidate for President of tke United
States, is reported as "gained by appointment from the Military Acadeny."
: On January 20, 1845, the Headquarters returned to Fort Towson. In
November Companies I and K were sent from Fort Towson to Fort Washita,

gcn Parvasowxs fae Port Towgon,
=

‘where they arrived the 26th. |

The Headqwe rters left Port Towson March 16, 1846, and arrived at
Fort Gibson the 28; lcft Fort Gibson for the disturbed dist ict, Chero
kee Nation, April %0, and rotarn 4 Moy -26th.

The deolaration of wor with Mexieo, May 13, 1846, ‘found the Head=-
quarters of the Sixth Infantry, Lieut:nmt Colonel Loomis commanding,
and Companies A, E, G, and U, at Fort Gibson; Cumunonies B id C at FPort
Towson; I and K at Fort Woshita; and D and F at Fors Smith.

Céneral Zechary ''olor, the Colonel of +ho HQozioeni, &g crrizmuder
of the'Army of UOcru ation, "ol fefeated the lexissns o3 Palo dito and
Resaca de la Palma, and recieved the breveti of M:ior Cspropal for his
gallant conduct and distinguished service in {hess battles; when, on
June 29, 1846, he cease to be an officer cf the wixth Infuntty by pro-
motion %o the grade of Major -eneral. He was succe~ded by Ciilonel New
man S. Clarke, promoted from the 8t h Iafaaiaw,

By October.lst Companies C, D, and L. lu? crached the Rio Grand
and joined the forces under Tgpylor,

The Headqu-'rters with Companies A und F Jvom the Forth, and C, D,
and H, transferred from Taylor's commaund, joirsl the Army at Vera Crusz
in March, 1847; and by July the entire regiw:nl. wiih *ths exceniion of
Company G left at FPort Gibson and Compary T laf. at ¥Yort Ga~hita, weve
at Tuebla, Mexico, with the Army under Cenezal S-oot

Companies G and I remained in the Unaitzd “:iins durias the Mexiean
War, aad should be understood as not included in ilhs streagth of ithe Re=-
ginert when reference is made thereto in cominecticn witl the battles and
incidents of this campaign.

The  ixth Infantry left Puebla with Con--nl Ferth's ﬁivisioq An
gust 9, afid taking part at Contreras was hefuve ive enomy'e works at San
Antonio oa-vhe: 19, turned-his three batterics 23i w .t warnly engered in
thz bavtie of Churubusco on the 20ih.

To qucte from Ripley's History of the ienican wercs

"As Bravo made a precipitate reirzeah “himough alffieult and mare
shy grourd, Worth determined %tc :wy.cc. Th: fawltives in that direcoe
tion =ad to push on by the causeows; ~L ¥ 8 onng wera ordered
ferwaried and Carland's brigade was unitea wiid the Sth Infantry,




Fhhe

“'tle was to be fourcht there. !

Bt the Sixth and Fifth Regiments hed uv-asd cu £lene the road in
pursuit of the retreating enemy ihc Pizth neine 1n advance, as it
had formed on the 1.t of the Fifth when the iatcer had engaged the
Mexican flank, Worth moved on with the greater portion of his
troops, and overtook the fifth before it came under firej; but the
Sixth, having pas-ed ra idly forward beyond syprorting distance,
had become warmly engased, and the battle of “hurubusco had com=

- menced,

"The Army which Santa Anza had led back from San Angel was forme
ing along the River Churubusco, and in the cornfields to its north,
@ther large bodies of troops of the line and a few pieces of artil=-
lery were in march from thec ity, while the cavalry was moving a-
long the road north of the tete du pont to a position in rear, to
hold itself in rese.ve. Of the guns which Bravo had sent from San
Antonio, three had arrived at the tete du pont. One thibty-two .
pounder broke down on the road, and was siezed by the Sixth Infantry
in its advance. The whole train of amunition wagons being ex=
ceedingly heavy. and unwieldy, had stalled on coming to the entirance
of the fortification, blocking up the road for a considerable dicg-
tance in its front, and partially obstructing the 'ire from the em=~
brasures. X :

"But although much confusion existed, yet the Mexican troops were
formidable from their overwhelming numbers and the strength of their
position; and they were by no means deficient in nerve nor did they
show any disinclination for the battle.

"Santa Anna, assisted by a crowd of general officers strow to
form his line, and with some success; but, while things were in
this state the small battalion of the Sixth Infantry came boldly
forward, though irregularly and in confusion. The leading companies
being gallantly led, from very rashness would, in all probabilit:,
have entered the tete du _sont, had not Rincon's troops opened a
terrific fire of cannon and musketry from the convent,

"The distance was great for musketry, being over three hun’red
and fifty vards; but the Mexican position was elevated, and, with
the enormous cartridges furnished to Mexican soldiers, the bul=
lets were easily sent to the road; without accurate aim, it is
sure, but in heavy rolling volleys, and with deadly force.

"In the tete du pcint a poertion of the battalion of San Pat-
ricio, composed of deserters from the American Army, was engaged
in getting the three guns int he work into bat.ery, while many
Mexicans lined the parapet rnd poured volleys of musketry down
the road.

"The Artillery soon opened rc’ting the causeway; and, being with-
out support or definite orders, the Six*h si-ggared for a time,
the rear became separated f rom thel —or+%, and ther egiment was
finally ordered by its major to breuix, 211 back, and re-form be-
hind the houses of the village, which it had passed in its advance.

"With the exception of & psrty undcr Captain Walker, which had
extended to the right, and remaiad iu the sicinity of the enemy,
the regiment obeyed the order; hut itwu cdvance Hod a most benefi=-
cial effect upon the after everts of the z:tion.

"It had forced the Mexican Army to commerce +*u2 battle in a
measure unpreparecd, had prevented the securing che large ammuni-
tion train from San Antonio, and with these must be counted the
moral effect of the rapid attack upon the Mexican main army im=-

.mediately aft:r the retreat from San Angel, and Bravo's rout from

San Antonio.

"While Pillow was marching from Coyacan upon the hacienda of
San Antonio in obedience to his original orders from General Scott,
the fire commenced from the convent of Churubusco upon the Sixth
Infartry, and soon after upon Twigg's troops.

“The march was a1t once hastened ir the direction of the c use-
wey. for the noise of the conflict about the convent showed at
orc2 that the main Mexican force was o .he left, and that the bhat-

* %

*  "ipon coming in sight of the causeway, a narty of troops were ob=-
serve! moving south, through the village of Churubusco., It was at
firstv mistaken for a lexican corps; but the colors of the Sixth In-




fantry were soon observed, and seeing that strong resistance had

been encountered in that direztion, Pillow inclined strongly to his
left, increased the pace of the column, and moved at a double quick
upon the village. * * * *

"Along the eauseway the irrigating canal was too wide and too
deep to admit of an immediate passage, and the troops were delayed
for a short while in £illing it upe In this .work parties of the
Sixth joined, and in a few minutes Cadwalader's brigade was upon the
causeway, effecting a junction with the main body of Worth's
division. - b e * »

"Thé battle was then raging fiercely about the convent, and
Worth and rillow determined to fall on and carry the Mexican
positions immediately in their front.

"The 11th under Lieutneant olonel Graham advenced on the road
in the direction of the tete dfl pont, until it crossed the ditch
on the left.and took post in the cornfields in front of the Mexiw -
can line between the two works., The 14th soon followed in support,
and crossed at the same point. ¢ 7

"The movement was observed by the enemy, and the troops were
soon subjected to a severe cross fire, under which they were ordered
to lie down while the officers advanced to reconnoiter.

"While these events were taking place, a battalion of the Sixth
Infantry had re-formed, and soon after was ordcred to assault the
tete du pont directly along the road. C.ptain Hoffman led it forw
ward with gallant bravery, and ofiscrs and men followed nobly,

t "But the Mexicans in the work, whoee attention had been given to
the troops advancing throught he corn on cither flank, seeing this
1irect assault, turned all their guns nrom it, which enfilading
the road, made dreadful havoc. “ome of the men recoiled under the
stern stroke of the artillery; but the general officers were by
their side, and a few words of reproof and encouragement sent thenm
back to their places. With a shout they acain followed their offi-
cers in the advance; but the 7irect assault wos impracticable and
Worth shouted to Hoffman to incline to the right into the corn, to
operate with the main body oi the division in that quarter. There,
next the causeway, the Fifth anc Eighth rad become cngaged. They
had advanced on the right ot the road, and had been saved much of
the loss which had befallen the Sixth. * * o

"The battle had raged for worc than two hours from the {ime it
was first opened by the Sixth Infantry, when the Mexicans first
gave way in fromt of the imerican right, and fled through the corn-
fields in their rear toward the city.

"4 party of Sweoricin troops of differcnt rogiments, priscipall;
of the Second Artillery and Sixth Infantry, was led on by its offi-
cers past the left of the tete du pont, crossed the River Churubu=-

800, and presented itself in threatening vosition in rear of the
work. . -

"The other troops came up, those or the right closed in, and,
rushing through wet ditches, wai~st deep, sve. “he parapets and into
the work, the American troops ca.ried i+ i» a ccowd M

Captains William Hoffman and We n. 7. ¢oliccr and lst Lieutenant
Lewis A. Armistead, of the Sixth Infuntiy, w.ik t'e Lolors of the Regl=
ment, were among.those who rushed forw.rd in the zdvance and -finally
carried the tete du pont. : e

General Clarke, Colonel Sixth Infantry, was wounded in this action
while in command. of the ‘brigade. After Churubusco the Sixth was concen-
trated at Tacubaya, Kl S

On Sept. B the brilliant battle of Moline del Rey was fought.: To
quote from Wilcox's History of the Mexican War: : '

"The Sixth and Eight Regiments of Infantry were ordered by Gene
eral Worth over to the right, and reached the intersection of the
roads at the north end of Molino del Rer as theflour mill was be=
ing tak?n, sup orted by the 4th, they forred at the Junetion of the °
two roads, and as the enemy agnir aivanced opened an artillery and

infantry fire, and repulsed and foliowed him in the direction of
Chapuitepec,




"Phe stornins party at t{he Mills was divided into five companies
each of one hundred men; the details from the 2d and 3d Artillery
united formed one company, commaded by lst Lieutenant M. L. Shackle-
ford with Lieutenant C. B. Daniels, both mortally wounded. The lst
Infantry under Ca-tain W. H. T. Walker, 6th Infantry, and Lieutzn-
ant G. O, Haller, 4th Infantry, one company, the former severely
wounded, The 5th Infantry under Captain M. E. Merrill with Liguten-
ant J, F. Farry, 3d Artillery, one company, both killed. The ixth
Infantry under C,ptain A. Cady, with 2d Lieutenant M. Maloney,“4th
Infantry, one company, the former wounded,

' "The 8th Inf:ntry under Cpptain J. V. Bomford with Ljeutenant J.
G. S. snelling, one company, the latter severely wounded.

"With the gtorming party were C,ptain Mason and Lieutenant Fos-
ter, Engineer Corps, both of whom were severely wounded; and in-
cluding the Engineer officers, there were f ourteen officers with the
storming party, twelve of whome were killed or wounded."

In describing the attack, Ripley sayss

"Wright promptly advarced his party in line in the direction ine-
dicated.

"Upon nearing the enemy's position. all doubts as to the resis-
tanee to be encountered were “ispelled at once. The battery whose
location had been changed Aduring thc nisht, opened heavily upon the
flank of the party with round and grape, cu.ting down officers and
men in frightful rapidity.

"The charge was ordered, ~nd the nchle soidicrs, bringing down
their muskets, rushed straight at the taitery. :

"Of the fourteen officers who went into action with the conmand,
eleven soon fell dead or disabled and with them a large number of
the rank and file. In scaitered parties those unhurt kept up the
fire, but the comnsand as a body was broken and fell away from the
battery. '

“"The Mexican infantry soldiers rushed forward and re-occupied it.
They murdered every wounded man Yeft on the ground except Captain
Walker of the Sixth Inlantry and or: Private, >oth desperately
wounded, and both doubtless belicved to be dead.”

In efter years, Cpptain Walker as a major General in the Confeder=
ate Army, was killed near Atlanta, July 22, 1864.

The battle of Chapultepec followed on Sept. 13th, To gquote from
Ripley: )

"Worth ordered Colonel Clarke's brigade boalvance, and that
corps came rapidly forward. Pillow ordered them to be posted on
the slope of the hill for shelter. The Bth and S5th and a party of
the Sixth went up the ascent.

"The Sixth was, however, ordered around the northern base of the
rock," to cut vp thef ugitives from the castle; for the Mexican
garrison was already shaken by the near approach and many were at=
tempting to make good their escape.

"The Mexican artillery fire having been silenoced, the troops
most in ‘dvance had only been awaiting the ladders to make the la %
attack. When they were brought up parties from different corps,
moving quickly forward over the rugged though s hort space betwecn
the crest of the pill and the ditch leaped in, and at once planted
ladders. Lieutenant Armistead, of the storming party, led the way,

end as the ladders were raised, Lieutenant Selden first mounted to
scale the walls," :

Chapul tepec was captured, and the next day Scott's army entered
the City of Mexico.

Lieutenant Armistead of the Sixth Infin*~y, the f irst to leap into
the diteh, is the same who as a brigadier wgeun~ral in the.Coniederate
Army ccmmanded one of the "three brigades of Pickett's division in thé
immortal charge at Gettrsburg on-Fuly 3, 1863, nd led .his men through
that terrifie storm. 6f batlle until he fell mortally wounded within the

-

.
&

- Federal. lines.

Rirley Continues:




"The campaign which had been cemmenced by the advance from TPuebla
was brought to a close by theo apture and occupancy of the City of
Mexico., The little army of 10,500 men which had taken the field on
the 7 of August, after having been diminished by sickness and the
casualties of battle more than one-third of its effective members,
on the 14 of September was within the enemy's c apital triumphont.

"It had marched from Puebla to Mexico, had turned the capital
and presented itself in the rear, and had won the city in the bate
tles of Contreras and Churubusco."

0f the officers of the Sixth Infantry who took part in the campaigm,
Colonel and Brevet Brigadier Ceneral Newman S, Clarke, Major Benjamin L.
E. Bonneville, Cantain William Hoffman, lst Ljeutenant John D, Bacon, lst
Lieutenant Thomas Hendrickson, and 2d Ljeutenant Sjmon B. Budkner, were
wounded at Churubuscoj Captain Albﬁmarla Cady, Captain William He Te
Walker, and 2d Lieutenant Rudolph ~« Ernst, were wounded at Molino del
Rey; and lst Lieutenant Lewis A. Armistead wasw ounded at Chapultepec.

Lieutenant Ernst died of hiswoundes in the City of Mexico on Septs
22, 1847.

Lieutenant Bacon died of his wounds on Oct. 12, 1847.

Of ther ank and file the Regiment lost in killed and wounded 2t
Churubusco ninety-one, at Molino del Rey and Chapultepec seventy-iwo.

During the sojourn in lMexico one hundred and t wenty-five deaths oce
curred among the enlisted men from ordinary diseases,

Among the many officcrs of the Sixth who rgceived brevets for their
condugt in this was was 2d Ljeutenant Winfield . Hancock, brevet:ied lot
Lieutenant for Contreras and Churubusco. ” : .

2d Lieutenant Simon B. Buckner, afterrards a lieutenant general in
the Confederate service and later Governor of Kentucky, was given the
brevets of lst Lieutenant and Captain.

After the occupation of the City of Mexico in September, the Regi=~
ment remained gqu-ricred the.e until Janu-ry, 1848, when it was moved to
Toluca. The mouth of June found it concentrated at Jalapa, Mexico, pre=
paratory to lexving for the United States. .

In July the Regiment embarked on the Steamer Illinois enroute to
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., where it arrived the 28, . T

By July 31'the Sixth, with the exception of Companies G and I at
Gibson and Washita, where they had remained during the w ar, was concen=
trated at Jefferson Barracks awaiting distribution.

About this time the old Regimental Mess which dated from 1827 was
discontinued and its property sold. The glassware made in Pittsburgh
was apbout the first of its kind produced in thisoc ountry. The silver was
manufactured in Philsdelphia, and the crockery bore the rcgimental mark
and was of the best quality. , :

* - 'By September the Headquarters with cogpanies B and F were at Fort
Crawford, Wis., Companies A4 and X at Fort Snelling, Iowa, C at Fort
Atkimson, Iowa, E at Crow Wing, I. T., G at Fort Gibson, H at Fort Scott,
Mo., and I at Fort Washita. T

December 31 found the Headquarters atSi. Louis, Mo,, Company D at
Jefferson Barracks, Compenies'A, E, and K, at Fort Smelling, B and F at
Fort Crawford, C at Fort Aikinson, G and I at Fort Leavenworth, and H
at Fort Scotte.

On May 16, 1849, General Clarke, the Colonel of the Regiment,  as
placed in command of the 6th Military Department with headquavters at ¢
Stc Lmliﬂo A g ;

On dct. 1, 1849, lst Lieutenant Winfield S, Haneock, who had heen
Quartermaster since 1847, was appointed Adjutant of. the Regiment,

he Headgquarters in October were at Fort Snelling, but returned to

St. Louis by ch. 31 and on May 1, 1851, moved to jefferson Barrabks.

-~ The Companies scattered over the frontier in garrisonand in the
field and changirig from post. to post, were stationed during the »neriod
gro$£lagl Ig 58, from ti e to time, at Jefferson Barracks,'Forts‘Gains,
R;ggléy’nzndingTEZ?rney, Laramie, Atkinson, Dodge, Leavenworth, Riley,

On Auwg. 29, 1854, Brevet 2d Lieutenant John L, Grattan,

and thirty men of Company G were killed by Indians near Fort
The affair is known ae the "Grattan Massacre,"

6th Infantry,
Laramie.




A party of Mormens enrouvts to Salt lake City having officially re-
ported te the commanding officer of fovs Laramie that the Sioux had ste-
len one of their cows, snd refused to give it uvupy; Lieutenant Grattan was
sent with thirty men ef Company ¢ and a mountain howitzer, to demand res-
toration of the stolen property.

This was the last seen of Grattan and his men alive, and the facts
of the massacre as related have been gethered frou statements of the
Indians,

Having reached his destlnatlon Lieutenant Grattan made his demand of
the Indians and then despite their warning tralned his howitzer upon them
and prepared to fire.

The Indians, watding the pulling of the lanyard, avoided the shat
by falling to the ground as the piece was discharged, and rushing upon
the troops overpowered t hem and killed every man.

On Ju;y 20, 1855, the Headquarters were moved from Jefferson Bar~
racks to St. Louis.

On Septe. 3 a battalion of the Regiment composed of companies A, E,
H, I, and XK, under the ¢ecmmand of Major Albemarle Cady, 6th Infantry,
took part in the affair with the Sioux on the Blue Water known as the

battle of Ash Hollow,
: Writlng to the Adjutant General from his camp on Blue Water Creek
No T., under date of September, 1855, Geaeral Harney says:

"I have the honor to report for the iAnférmation of the General in
Chief that, on my arrival at Ash Hollow on the evening of the 24 inw
stant, I ascertained that a large portion of the Brule band of the
Sioux nation under Little Thunder was encamped on Blue Water Creek
(Mee-nah~-to~wah-pah) about six miles northwest of Ash Hollow, and

‘four from the left bank of the North Platte, * ¥

‘9T ordered Lieutenant Colonel P, St, George Ceok, 2d Dragoons,
with Companies E and X of the same regiment, Light Cempany =, 4th
Artillery, &and Cempany “, 10th Infantry, all mounted, to move at
3 e'clock, A. M., On the 3rd inst,..and secure a p051t10n which would
cut. off the retreat of the Indians to the San Buttes, the reported

. stronghold of the Brules,

_"At half past four o'clock, A, M., I lcft my camp with Companies
A, E, H, I, and K, 6th Inf. ntrr, unler the immediate command of
.Maaor Cady, of that regiment, and proceeded toward the principal
village of the Brules with a view to attacking it openly, in con=-
cert with a surprise contcmplated through the cavalry. But, before
reaching it, the lodges were struck, and their occupants commenced
a rapid retreat up the valley of'the Blue water, precisely in the
direction from whence I expected the mcunted troops. They halted
short of these, however, and a parley ensued between their ch1ef and
myself

"Net being able, of course, however W11]1ng he mlaht have been,
to deliver up all the butchers of our people, Little Thunder re-~
turned to his band to warn them of my decision, and to prepare them
for' the contest that wust follow.

"Immediately after his disappearance from amy view I ordered’ the
Infantry to advance, the leading company (Captain Todd's) as skir-
mishers, supported by Company H, 6th Infantry (under Lieutenant
McCleary), the remaining companies of the ®ixth being held in hand
for ulterior movements,

"The skirmishers, under Gaptain Todd, 'epened their flre, :
crowned the bluffs, on the right bank of the stream (where the In=
dians had taken up their last position) in a very spirited and gal~
lant manmer, driving the savages therefrom into the snare laid for
them by the cavalry, which last trcops burst upon them so suddenly
and so unexpectedly as to cause them to cross, instead of ascending
the valley of the Blue Water, and seek an escape by the only avenue
now open te them through the bluffs of the left bank of the stream.
But, although they availed themselves of this outlet for escape from
complete cajture, they did not do se without serious molestation,
for the infantry not only took them in flank, with their long range
rifles, but the cavalry made a most spirited charge upon their ep-
posite or left flank and r.ar, pursuing them for five or six miles,
killed a large number of them, and completely dispersed the whole
party.




"This brilliznt charge of thc cavulry was supperted, as far us
practicable, by the vhole bedy of the infantry, who were eager from
the first for a frary with the butchers of their comrades of l-'ieu.a't‘.en---
ant Grattan's party.

"The results of the affair were eighty-91x killed, five wounded,
about seventy women and children cajtured, fifty mules and ponies
taken, besides an indefinite nu.ber killed and disabled. The amount
of provisions and camp equipage must h.ve ¢omprised nearly all the
enemy possessed, for teams have been constantly engaged in bringing
into camp everyt:.ing of value to the troops, and much haa been des-
troyed on the ground.

“"The casualties of the command amount to four killed, four severely
wounded, and one missing, supposed to be killed or captured by the
enemy .

"With regard to the officers and troops of my command I have
never seen a finer military spirit displayed generally; and if there
has been any material difference in the services they have rendered,
it must be measured chiefly by the opportunity they had for distinc~
tion.

"Lieutenant Colonel Ceek and Major Cady, “commanders of the mounted
and foot forces, respectively, carried out my 1nstructiona to them
with signal alacrity, zeal, and intelligence,

"The company commanders whose position, either in the engagement
ér in the pursuit, brought them in closest contact with the enemy,
were Captain Todd of the 6th Infauntry, Captain Steecle and Lieutenant
Robertson of the 2d Bragoons, and Captain Heath, 10th Infantry. * *

"Brevet Major Woods, Captain Wharten, and Lieutenant Patterson, of
the 6th Infantry, witk their companies, rendered effective service
as reserges and supports, teking an actiVe share in the combat when
circumstances would permit,

"There are also in the possession of officers and others in camp
the scalps of two white females, and remnants of clothing, ¢te.,
carried off by the Tndians in the Grattan Massacre; all of which,

in my judgement, sufficiently characterizes the people I heve had
to deal with,"” ¥ : * _ *

- Thus Grattan and his men were avenged by their comrades of the
ixth,

General Clurke was reli ‘ved from the command of the Department of
the West July 1, 1856, and the Headquarters of the Regiment moved te Jer-
ferson Barracks. They were at fort Le venworth Oct, 11, and on the 14
were at Lecompten, K. T.

By Nov,. 25, the Headqu rters were again at Fort Le:venworth.
On March 19, 1857, General Clarke, the colonel of the Hegiment, was
placed in command of the Department of the Pacific,

On June 30, the “eadqu:rters were moved to Fort Riley, but were again
at Fort Leavenworth by July 25.

“uring July and #ugust, 1857, “ompanies C, D, and ¢, Captain William
S, Ketchum commanding, took an active p.rt in the expedition ageinst the
Cheyeni.es commanded by colonel sumner, lst Cavalry, experiencing unusual
hardships.

On July 6 with six companies of cavalry and four mountain howitzers,
with pack mules for transportetion, they crossed the Platte River, and
proceeded in the directien of the Republican and South Fork. On the 29
the cavalry in advance met a body of some four hundr. d -Indians, and an
engagement occurred in which the mounted troops had one killed -and.seven
wounded,

After the nffeir Company C, Captain Rensselaer W. Foote and 24
Lieutenant John McCleary, remained with the wounded, sick and disabled
and threw up a breast work called Fort Floyd.

Companies D and G, Captain William S, Ketchum lst Lieutenant wil-
liam P. Carlin, and 2d Lieutenant Orland»s H. Moore, marched with the com=-
mand in pursuit of the Indians.

Mhe duty required of the omapnies of the Regiment on this campaign,
in ke¢tping up and co-operating with the cavalry, waec especieslly trying
in. its forces marches and deprivations.

Cocmpanies € and ® in returning sufféered particular’y., The former
left Fort Floyd on August 8, after having been constantly harrassed by
the Indians, and f inally reached Fort Kecarney about the 21, much wearied
and bioken down, having been out of rations soume eighteen days.

-
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From Auge, 2 to the 19 Company D had nothing but fresh beef for food,
the rations with this excepiion having been eshaucsted,

The men sufferred much, and many were bare-footed, and otherwise
destitute of clothing. '

In January, 1858, the Headquarters, with Companies A, E, D, G, H,
and K, were at Camp Bateman necar Fort Leavenworth, Companies B and C were
at Fort Laramie, F at .Fort Riley, and I at Fort Kearney.

The Sixth was now preparing for its grand march across the continent
from Fort Leavenworth to the Pacific Ocean,

On March 18, Companies E and H left camp Bateman as part of the ese
cert to the supply train for the Army in Utah., The escort being under
the command of Major “illiam Hoffman, 6th Infuntry. The beadguarters and
Companies A, D, H, and K, changed from Capt Bateman to Camp Thompson near
Fort Leavenworth on April 29, Companies B and C lecfy Fort Laramie, Ns T.,
for Utah, April 24, and arrived at La Bonita Creek on the 29 and 30, whe:ie
they joined forces with E and H marching from Cemp on Platte River.

The Headquarters and “ompanies A, D, G, and K, under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel George Andrews, left Camp Thompson enroute to Utah
May 7, and reached Camp No, 21, Platte River, on the 31, having marched
during that period 302 miles, Companies B, C, E, and H, marched from La
Bonita Creek May 10, arriving at Camp on Sweetw ter River, fifteen miles
east of South Pass, on the 31, Company F left Fort Riley May 8, Jjoined
geadquarters at Fort Kearney the 25, and rcached Cgmp No, 21 on the 31,

ompany I left Fort Kearney on the 28 with the Headgquarters of the Regiment

{.The Headquerters with Companies 4, D, ¥, G, I, and K, arrived at

Camp No. 45 on llint’s .Creek June 30, having marched 409 miles during
the month. Companies B and C arrived at Camp Fifteen miles south of Salt
Lake City June 29, _and E and H arrived at Fort Bridger on the 8, Phe
Headquarters with ompanies A, D, F, G, I, and K, arrived at Camp No. 62,
on Black's ¥ork of®Grecn kiver, July 31, having marehed during the month
217 miles. Companies B and C arrived . at Cemp Floyd, thirty-five miles
south of Salt Lake City on guly 7.

The Headquarnters with ompanies A, D, F, G, I, and K, arrived ¢ t
Fort Bridger August 6, where they were 301ned on the 15 by B and C from
Fort Fleyd. Ccmpanies E and H were relicved from garrison duty at Fort
Bridger on the 16 and encamped in the ¥icinity of the post.

The Regiment left Camp near Yort Bridger Aug., 21, arriving ot Cemp

. No, 10, Bear hkiver, enroute to .Nenicia, Californja, on thc 31, It rcached

Camp No. 34 on the Humboldt River, Sept. 30, having marched during the
month 433 miles.

The Regiment arrived at Camp.No. 59 qn Pea Vine Hill, California,
Oct. 30. marching during the month 303 miles., If left this camp November
1 and arrived at camp near Benicia Barracks, California, on the 15,
marching 145 miles,

The total distance marched by the Sixth Infantry from fort Bridger
to Benicia Barracks was 1017 miles.

The Regiment during this mareh w s under thec ommand of Liecutenant
Colonel George Andrews, with idajor William Hoffman, seccond in command, .

From Benicia Barracks the “ixth was distributed among different posts
and stations in the Department of the Pacifie.

By January, 1859, the Headquerters and Companics ¥ and B were at the
Preanlu, A at Benicia Barracks, B at Fort Humboldt, C and I at Benicia

Lepot, D at ¥ort Weller, Cal,, E and K at Camp Ban:ing ncar San Bernar-
dino, Cal., and G at New San Diego, Cal, Vompanies C and I left Benicia
Depo oe. the “teamer Uncle Sem, arriving in San Francisco harbor Feb. 9.
Commany & left New San Yiego and embarked on the Steamer Uncle Sam, Feb,
19w 1Uanies E and X left Camp Banning near San Bernardino enroute to

the Cciorado Hiver, Feb, 14, arriving at Camp No., 15 (Cook's Wells) on
the #3.

‘hese companies were destlned for the Mohave Country, and the Move-
ment was known as the Colorado or Mohave Expedition, and was commanded .
by Major william Hoffman, €th Infantry.

By July the Headquarters znd Company H were at Benicia Barracks,

A, at Red Bluffs, Cal., B 2t Yort Humbold*t, C and K enroute to Fort fuma,
Cal.,; D at Fort Weller, E at “amp Prentiss, P and I at Fort Mohave, N.
M., and G at New San Yiego, Usl,

On Aug. 5 Cagptain Lewas i. irmisicad with a command cinsisting of
twentj~i1ve men of his own zoipauy, ~, and twenty-five men of compary I
uicer lst Lieutenant slisha ¥, ML;Sh&ll, attacked and defeated the Mohave
Irdians in an engagement near a lagoon twelve milcs below #ort Mohave,




Over two hundred Irdicas are suppesed “¢ have tzken part in the affair
and twenty-three wera found dead cn the field, 3

The only casualities smcng lhe troops weie three privates of Company
I slightly wounded.

On Dec. 2 let Lieutenant Darius Y. Clarke died at Fort Yuma.

The compunies of the Regiment during this period were constantly em-
ployed changing from post to post, scouting, marching, and operating by
company and detachments ageinst the Indicns. . '

In January, 1860, the Headquarters and Companies A and H were at
Benicia Barracks, B at Fort Humboldt, C, L, and *, at Fort Yuma, D at
Fort Bragg, and G, I, and K, at New San Diego.

Company Ay Captain Franklin F, Flint comuanding, lcft Benicia Bar=-
racks May 14 and arrived at Truckee River, U, T., three hundred miles dis-
tant, on the 31, and on June 2 had an erngagement with the Indidns in which
one private was severely wounded. 2 :

On June 5, lst Lieutenant Winfield ( Hancack vacated his commission
in the Hegiment, He ‘had been on detachel service as Captuin and Assistant
wuartermaster since November, 1855. :

l1st Liewtenant Silas P, Higgins died at Fort Yuma on July 18,

on Octs 17, 1860, the Colorel of the Regiment, Brevet Brigadier
@eneral Newman 4 Clarke, died at San Francisco while in command of the
Department of CBlifornia, He was succeeded by Colonel Washington Sea-
well, promoted from the 8th infuntry,

golonel Seawell joired the Regiment at “enicia Barracks on March
8, 1861. :

On April 2, a detachment of thirty enlisted men of “ompany B, 6th
Infantry, under the command of lst Licutenant Joseph B. Collins, 4th
Infantry, left Fort Humboldt, on a scout in the Bsld Hills, Cal, <Lhey
were engaged with the "Hostiles" on the 14 and 15 near Mad River about
. fifty miles from the post. ;

The Indiens lost onthe first day between fifteen and twenty killed,
end on the sccond day five killed and three wounded. The only casualty
among the troops was one man wounded. &

The great War of the .ebellion was now in progress, and the summons
had cressed the continent for the Sixth to hurry eastward.

Several of its best end bravest officers, honest in a mistaken con=
struction of the Constitution and true to their convictions as to duty
under it, had tendered their resignations and given thems.lves to the
Fatal Cause. But the rank anf file with unhesitating fealty stood by
the old flag, and remained, to 4 man, on the side of the North.

: The Headquarters with Companies E, G, and K, left Nenicia Barracks,
Qal., Oct, 21, 1861; arrivedthe same day .t San Francisco and embarked
on the Steamship Orizaba, enroute to New York.

Companies A and H from Yort Churchill, Nevada, and B from Fort Se-
ward Cal., arrived a2t San Francisco Nov. 20, and embarked on the Steam-
ship Uncle Szm for Panama on the 21, Companies C, F, and I, from ¥ort
Yuma arrived at New San Viego Nov, 18, and by the 23 were aboard the
Uncle Sam with A and H, : 7

The Headqu.rters and Companies E, G, and K, arrived =t New York Xov,.
15, and left on the 16 for Washington City, D. Ce, arriving there the 17,

Companies A, B, C, F, H, and I, left the Unele Sum Dec, 7, crossed
the Isthmus of Panama the same day and embarked on the Cahmpion, arriving
at New York the 17 and reaching Washington on the 19,

Company U from Fort Bragg left Mendecino City Nov. 30, arrived at
Alcqtrax Island, San Francisco Harbor, Dec. 11, and embarked on the Steam-
er Yolden Gate for Panama, where it arrived on the 25, crossed the Isthmus
to Aspinwall and emburked on the Steamer Northern Light for New York the
same day. Yempany D reached New York Jan. 4, 1862, and joined the Regi=-
ment at Washington on the 6. ' :

By January 31 the entire regiment was concentrated at Washington
City under the command of Colonel Washington Secawell,

Colonel Se¢awell retired from active service on Feb, 20, 1862. He
was succecded by Colonel Electus Backus, promoted frcm the 3d Infantry.

The Regiment left Washington City on Mareh 10, 1862, for service in
the field, as part of Syke's Brigade of Regulars, and arrived in the
vicinity of Fairfax Court House, Va., on the 11, where it remained in
camp until the 15, when it proceeded to Alexandria, Vo., and on the 26
with Major Henry ", Wessles in command embarked on the Steamer licre for
Yortress Monroe, where iterrived the 28 and disembarked and reached camp
near Hampton, Va., the same day.
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The Regiment left Camp near Hampton, Va., April 4, for Yorktown ar-
riving in its vicinity on the 5. - It moved to Camp Winfield Scott on the
12, and from that date participated in the giege<and operations which pre-
ceeded the evacuation of Yorktown by the enemy on May 4.

Captain Thomas Hendrickson commanded the Regiment from April 24 to
May 6 when he was relieved by Major Wessels, who having been dppointdd
Brigadier General of 'olunteers turned over the comnand agwin to Captain
Hendrickson on the 20,

The Regiment left Camp Winfield Scott on the 9, and advancing via
Willjamsburg, Cumberland Landing, White "ouse, and Y014 Harbor, arrived
at Cemp Lovell near Gaines' Mill, Va., on the 26,

It was sent on the 28 to support the troops engaged at Hanover Court
House, returning to Camp Lovell the 29.

Colonel Electus Backus died at Detroit, Michigan, on June 7, 1862,
and was srcceeded by Yolonel Hannibal D= oy, promoted from the 2d Infantry.

The Hegiment was mainly employed on picket duty along the Chicka-
hominy until June 26, when it was sent to re-enforce a portion of Me
. Call's Division of Fitz John Porter's Corps which was engaged with the
enemy at Mechanicsville. It arrived close to the scene of c.nflict late
in the evening, but took no rart in the act on, and the next worning was
ordered to fall back towards Gaines' Mill and await the attack of the
enemg, who was advancing in force. <The battle commenced about noon on
the T 2

During the earlier stages the 5th New York and a South Carolina re-
giment had to no purpose repeatedly attacked each other. Colonel Warren
about 3 o'sloek in the afternoon asked the Division “Yommander for the

“ixth Infantry, and formed it in frontof and perpendicular to the line
¢f the 5th New York and 7th Infantry, facing the¢ open space over which
the tormer and the “outh C:ralina Regiment had beencharging and counter-
charging. The Arrangement wus thaet the Sth New York should reeaat its
charge, and on being countercharged the Sixth wes to take the “onfedorets
Regiment in flank. “he “ixth Infentry had Lerdly taken positine- wlca
thos¢ in command saw the usclessness of such wosk, which according to
Varren's graphic words w s "only covering the ground sith dead men," and
the Regiment received orders to simply hold its position in +he woods,
which it did until about sun set when the Federal Lines, flanked ot hath
extremities, gave way.

As the Regiment's position was in -dvance of the firsi line and in
the woods that status of affairs wus not at once apparent, but a few mo-
ments under heavy cenister fire sufficed to clear up matiers, znd, cross-
ing a small bridge, the Sixth in disarray passed to the rear between two
of the enemy's skirmish lines, and re-formed on the ridgee occupied by
Generals French and Maegher.

Later in the evening the Regiment moved into the valley of the Chick=-
shominy, and early on the uorning of the 28 crossed that stream. The
bridge was destroyed after the passage of the “ixth Infantry, the last
troops to leuye the field.

In this action Captain Rensselaer W, foote who entered the Regiment
as ‘a 2d Lieutenant Nov. 1, 1838, wus killed, and 1ls Lieutenants Henry
4, F. Worth and Yaniel D. Lynn were wounded. Captain Thomes Hendrickson,
commandihg the Regiment, had his horse killed under him, Of the enlisted
men five were killed and sixty-ore wounded. Among the later was lst Ser-
geant Thomas Britton, who having entered the Regiment as an unknown reeruit
Dec. 22, 1848, was destined to reflect honor upon it as a commissioned
officer, through his promotion later on to the grade of 2d Lieutenant.

An advancement thrust upon iim by the officers of the Regiment, who had
been impres:ced with his sterling worth and conspicuous courage on the
field of battle.

Retreating with the army towards the James River the Sixth arriwed
at Malvern Hill on the %0, and in the battle on July 2 formed the extreme
left of the line; but being part of the reserve the flegiment was not en-
gaged. It remained on the field until a late hour of the night, captured
three prisoners, and early next morning fell back to Harrison's Landing.

During the day 2d Lieutenant Jeremiah P. Schindel, while scparated
from the Regiment with a Few men, exhivited personal bravery and coolness
under fire to a marked degree,

Captein Hendrickson havi.yg been promoted, Captain Levi C. Bootes As-
sumed command of the Regiment on July 1l2.




The Sixth Infantry left Harrison's landing Aug. 14 for Newport News
where it arrived on the 19. and Aug. 21 embarked on the Steamer Montreal
for Acquia “reek, arriving there the 22 and procecding the same day to
nc:r Frederigksburgh, where it remained in caup until the 24 when it took
up the line of march to join Yeneral Pope's coumand.

The Begiment arrived at Manasses via Warrenton Junction on the 29,
and participated in the battle of Bull Kun on the 30. It occupied & posi-
tion about the center of the line, near the warrventon *urnpike, from early
in the forecnoon until neczr 5 otclock, P.M., and falling back with the Army
bivouacked thut,night at Centerville.

®ix enlisted men of the Regiment were killed in this battle; and 24
Lieutenants Charles M, Paync¢, #bram W, Bickley, and Jeremizh P. Schindel,
and twenty-five enlisted men, wére wounded,

The Regiment left Yenterville Sept. 2, and passing through fairfax
crossed the Potomac by the Chain Bridge, and camped at Rockville, Md., on
the 7, where it remained until the 11, when it took the march through
Frederick City and Middleton, arriving =2t Antiectam Creek on the 15.

The Sixth wes on Picket duty during the battle of the 17. =

On the 19 the HNegiment proceeded to Nolan's ¥ord on the Potomac
ne:r “harpsburgh, crossed into Virginia and had e skirmish with the en-
emy on the 20, and finding him in force rec-crossed in obedience to orders
and encamped at Sharpsburgh, Md.

The Regiment formed part of a reconuoitering expedition under General
Humphreys which crossed the Potomac on the 16 and proceeding via Shep-
herdstown found the enemy in force and drove him beyond Leetown, returning
to its camp near Sharpsburgh on the night of the 17 with two enlisted men
wounded.

The Regiment left Sharpsburgh on the 30, crossed the Potomac via
Harper's Ferry and arrived at Snicker's Gap Nov. 2, On the 3 it formed
part of the Reeonnoitering Expedition to the ShenandoahRiver, under
General Sykes, In this reconnoissance two enlisted men were wounded,

The Regiment 1£ft Snicker's Gap on the 5th and paseing through White
Plains and Warrenton went into camp on the Potomaec Creek near Falmouth on
the 23d, where it remained until Dec. 11 when it bivoucced on a ridge on
the north bank of the Rapphannock overlooking the valley and City of
Fredericksburgh.

Crossing with Hooker's Division ¢n the 13th the Regiment was moved
forward to within a few hundred yards of the famous Stone wall for the
purpose of attacking on the morning of the 14th. The plan being changed
the Sixth held its p051t10n in the line on the same ground during the
whole of the 14th, “unday, under a most galling fire without having a
chance to make an appreciable return. Between 11 and 12 o'clock, P.M.,
the line was withdrawn into the twon, and occupied the main street during
the 15th exposed to some artillery fire. About 9 o'clock, P.M., the
Division of which the Sixth formed a p-rt was moved nearer the outskirts
of the town where it remained till next morning, when in a fog and rain
the Regiment re-crossed the Rappahannock following the First Brigade of
the Division.

While the Sixth Infantry occupied the first line in frontof t%e
Stone Wall during the 14th, 2d Lieutenant Jemes McKim, comwanding @ompany
K, was wounded,; the ball passing through thé Tleshy part of his batk close
to the spinal column; he rose, and immedirtely became & target for the
enemy, but zigzagging-running first right and then left-he escaped, went
to the hospital and had his wound dressed, and then, pursuing the same
course, returned to his company.

The ground in fron of Company E was so flat that in the course of
the day, lst Sergeant Thetard--afterwards mortally wounded at Gettysburgh--
was struck, and Corporal Kelly and five other men were picked off in
succession.

Having re-crossed the river the Regiment during the day and night
re-occupied with its Diviaion the bivouac on the ridge north of and over-
looking the cilLy, and on the 17th returned to Camp near Potoméc Creek.

At Fredericksburgh five enlisted men were killed, and 2d Lieutenant Jar
James McKim and twenty enlisted men were wounded.

The Regiment left Camp near Potomac Creek April 27, 1863, and pro=-
ceeded to Harwood Church on the Fredericksburgh-Warrenton Road, crossed
the Rappahannock at Kelly's Ford on the 29th, and after dark on the same
day waded the Rapidan at Ely's Ford and bivouaced on its right bank, On .




the 30th the Sixth narched with its Division to Chancerllorsville, and
after a short halt noved out on the Fredericisburgh roud for about'three
quarters of & mile and bivouuged for the night,

In the forenoon of May 1, the Division to which the Regiment belonged
moved further down the Frederieksburgh road, and the Second Brigade which
included the Sixth was formed on the edge of the Wilderness with the 2d
and 6th Infantry on the right of the road. The line, only part of the
time covered by skirmishers, rapidly advanced, brushing away the Confed-
erate foroe in front, which precipita tely retreated, but re-formed, while
the Federals halted, and opened a fire from which the 2d and 6th Infantry
particularly suffered., Being finally outflanked the line was withdrawn,
and on reaching the ground wheie it had formed in the morning the Sixth
skirmishere soon coming up the Regiment re-joined the Brlgade, which had
reached the ground of the previous night's bivouac.

The casualties to the Regiment in this action were confined to the
enlisted men, one being killed and twenty-three wounded.

On the 3d, while on picket in the vicinit, of Chancellorsville, the
Regiment captured four of the enemy,' and while engaged in a skirmish two
enlisted men were wounded.

On the morning of the 6th the Regiment retrecated with the army to-
wards the Rappahannock, re-crossed at the U. S. Ford, and arrived after

a hard march of sixteen miles at the old camp on Potomac Creek June 4 for
Benson'a Mills where it remained until the 13th, when it took up the
march for aldie, Va., arriving at that point on the 22d., It left Aldie
on the 27th, crossed the Potomac at Edwards' Ferry on the same day, and
marching with little intermission until the 30th, arrived at Unionville,
Md.

At Frederick the Sixth Infantry was transferred from the Second .to
the First Regular Brigade of Syke's Division, under its colonel, Hanaibal
Day, as Brigade Commander:

Moving into Pennsylvania, the Regiment by dawn on July 2 was in po=-
sition on the extreme right of the Union line, not fer from the Baltimore
and Gettysburgh Turnpike,

‘ About the middle of the forenoon it was placed as reserve ncar the
center of the line, and during the aft rnoon wasmoved in haste to the
left and down the rugged slopes with the Regular Brigades. The Second
penetrated he woods and wheat field in front while the First, to which
the Sixth Infantry belonged, held the open ground 1mmed14tely in its
rear. The left being in the air and the troops on the right having
given way the Division was ordered to fall back.

The Regular Infantry, which included the Sixth, wus t hen formed in
the woods back of Little Round Top and remained there during the 34 ex-
posed to the fire of artillery, and to that of sharpshooters who were
hidden among the rocks in ana around the "Devil's Den."

On the morning of the 4th the First Regular Brigade vwas ordered to=
wards the Emmettsburgh Turnpike, to "feel" the enemy. It advanced with
the 3d, 4th and 6th Infantry in line, the “ixth on the right, to the
edge of Durfee's each Orchard which was entered by the skirmiahera.

The Brigade then moved back to Little Kound Top, but was immediately
faced about with orders to picket the “Devil's Den" and outer edge of the
woods in fron of the line. The Yonfederate outposts were in close pro=-
ximity, and the picket firing which soon begah was continued until dark,

On the morning of the 5th part of the picket line, including Company
I, 6th Infantry, was advanced beyond the Emmcttsburgh road.

In the afternoon the Brigade returned to its position in the woods
in from of Round Top, and by 5 o'clock was with the Division in pursuit’
of the enemy, bivouacing that night ahout four miles from Emmettsburgh,
Marylond,

The casualties to the Regiment at Gettysburgh were lst Sergeant I.
Thetard, Company E, and seven privates killed; 2d Lieutenant Thomas
Britton, eight non-commissioned officers and thirty privates wounded.
Lieutenant Britton's wound was receivee under circumstances which es-
pecially distinguished him for bravery.

T The Regiment was lying down exposed to a telling fire from Confed-
erate sharpshooters, when, to steady the growing uneasiness of his men,
he deliberately rose in the line of file closers, stretched and yawned as
though waking from a nap, and cooly walked back and forth the length of
the company.




Leaving the Gattysburgh battle ground on July 5 the Regiment arrived
at Berlin, Md., on the 16th. crossed the Potomac on the 17th, reached
Manasses Gap on the 23d, .and arrived at Warrenton, Va., on the 27th,

On August 1, 1863, Colonel Hannibal Day retircd from active service.
He was succeeded by Colonel Edw.rd a. King, promoted from the 19th
Infantry.

The Regiment left Warrenton on August 5 and marched via Fayetteville
to Beverly's Ford where it remained until the 14th, when it proceeded to
Alexandria, and on the 16th, under the command of Captain Montgomery
Bryent, embarked for New York City.

Captain Levy C. Bootes commanded the Regiment from July 11, 1862,
to Aug. 15, 1863, when he was relieved by Captain Bryant.

The Sixth arrived at New York on the 21st and caamped in Washington
Park. It had been sent there on account of the Draft Riots, and re-
mained doing provost duty until the 1llth when it was transferied to
FPort Hanilton, N. Y. H.

On Sept. 20, 1863, the Colonel of the Regiment, Edward 4. King,
was killed in the battle of Chickamauga, Ge., while in command of the
2d Brigade of Reynold's Division of Deorge H. Thomas' Corps. He was
succeeded by Colonel Jemes Durell Greene, promoted from the 17th Infantry.

While at Fort Hamilton the Regiment was consolidated into two com=-
panies, H and I, and drilled as heavy artillery, to form part of the
defences of New York Cit »

In February, 1864, LYompany D was recruited from the depot and by
transfers from H and I,

In April the Headquarters znd Company D were. sent to Willet's
Point and Companies H and I to New York City,.

In July the Headquarters and Company D moved to Fort Wood, N, Y.

By February, 1865, companies B, G, and K, had been r ecruited at
the depot, and were stationed at Fort Wood with the Headquarters and
Company D.

‘On May 17, 1865 the Regiment embarked on the steamer S ar of the
South for Savannah, Ga., where iterrived on the 21.t and was assigncd
to duty as part of the forces of the District of Savunnah.

The Headquarters with Skeleton “Yompanies 4, C, E, and F, and Companies
B, G, H, and I, arrived at Hilton Head, S.C., from Savannah on the
30th, where they were Jjoined by companies D and K which had been
garrisoning' Fort Pulaski sinoe the 4th,

The Regiment with the exception of Companies B and I, on detached
service at Lawtonville, 5. C., since September, arrived at Charleston,

S. C., from Hilton Head on Dec. 9, 1865, and took quuarters in the
"Citadel," . '

During February bkeleton compunies A, C, B, and F, were recruited
from the depot, completing the original organizatlon of the Regiment.

While the Headquurters remained at Charleston the compunies were '
moved from place .to place in South Carolina, being stotioned from time
to time at Charleston, Georgetown, Aiken, Bcufort, Darlington, Orange-
burg, Lawtonwille, Columbia, Strawberry Station, and other points,

On June 11, 1867, the Headquurters and Company D left Charleston
for Fort Gibson, C. N., where they arrived and were joined by Company
C from Columbia on the 20th., |

‘On June 25, 1867, Colonel James burcll.Greene resigned from the
Army. He was succeeded-by Colonel Delancy Floyd Jones, promoted from
the 19th Infantry,

Yuring June bompan_les E and P arrived at Camp Jones near Fort Smith,
Ark. On July 1 they started under the cowmand of Captpin Joseph B.

Rife for Fort Arbuckle, C. N., where they arrived on the 20th. While
enroute three men of “Yompany E and thirtecen of Vompany F died of cholera,

The Headquarters left Fort Gibson May 17, 1868, for Fort Arbuekle,'
where they arrived on June 3.

In the reduction of the Army under the act of Congress approved
March 3, 1869, the Pixth was re-organized by consolidation with the 424
Regiment of Infantry.

On March 15, 1869, Colonel Delancy Floyd Jones was transferred to
the unassigned 1ist, and Brevet Major General William B. Hazen became
Colonel of the Regiment by transfer from the 38th Infantry,

Companies A, B, G, H, I, and K, which had continued on duty in the
South, arrived at‘Fort Gibson March 17, where they were joined in May
by Headquarters from Fort Arbuckle.




The Bbadquarters remained at Fort Gibson until October, 1871, when
they moved to Fort Hays, Kansas.

Januarg 1872, found the Tiendquarte:s and Companies A, G, and I, at
Fort Hays, “ompanies B, C, H, 214 X, at Camp Supply, D at Fort Larned,
and E and F, at Fort Dodge. ' '

Since leaving the South the Companies of the Regiment had been em-
ployed marching from place to place, and performing thé duties incident to
. .service on the frontier in those days, and hed taken part in the settle-
ment of the "Neutral Lands" trouble in Kansas. General Hazen, the Colonel
of ‘the Regiment, command the District of t he lower Arkansas, which included
the disturbed scction, from August to December 1869,

Company I was at Chicago from Oct. 13 to 24, 1871, sent there for
service during the great fire.

On May 10, 1872, the Headquarters and Companies A, ™, E, F, G, and
- I, 1éft Fort Hays enroute to Fort Buford, Dakota. ‘hey arrived at

Sioux City, Iowa, the 12th, and op the lsth Companies A, D, E, F, and I,
- Lieuterant Colonel Daniel Huston ommanding, embarked on the Steamer
- Sioux City. YThe Headquarters and- Company © esburked on the Steamer
Miner on the 25th. ;

On arrival at Yankton tlie Miner m>t wita ua accident and sank in
the Missouri River. She was raised and cent buck %o'Sioux City for
repairs, the Headquarters and “ompeny G aweiting her return.

" Compenies 4, D, E, P, and I, arrived at Fort Buforl on June 2.

= Companies B, C, H, and K, from Fort Supply, left Sioux City on the

Steamer Silvar_Lake May 30, and reached ¥or+ A, Lincoln on June 14, where
B and C disembarked and took station under. Lieutenant Colonel Huston who
_had arrived that day from ¥ort Buford.

anpaniet H and K proceeded to Furt Sievenson arrivingat that post
June 16.

+-The Headquarters and ompany G arrived at Fort Buford on the Steamer
=Hiner June 21,

.~ Companies B and C were present during the skirmishing between the
"Hostiles" and the garrison of Fort A. Lincoln on the 2d and 18th of
October, 1872.

v The limited ‘space allowed this skitch will not aimit following the
Companies of the Regiment in detail through thei:x 'rduoua and varied Ber-
vice in the Department of Dakota. .

‘The ‘Sixth furnished troops to escort tl'z Fnginc.rs of the Northern
Pacific Railway from time to -time, for duty in connection with the
Yellowstone Expedition of 1873, as escort fc.o the Commission Surveying
the Northern Boundary in 1874, and for the explora+ion of the Yellow=-
stone River in 1875; and took an active part in the “ioux L'aunpazgn of
1876. In the last case a battalion of the Regiment consisting of Com-
panies B, - C, D, and I, under Major Orlando H. Moore, formed a part of

. General Terry's column operating against the "Hostiles", during May, June,
July, August, and September.

The Regiment was constantly furnishing companies and detachments to
guard supplies, wagon trains, and steemboats on the Missouri and Yellow=-
- stone Rivers.

G 5 - performed a full share of the trying duty that fell to the lot
of our troops uwpon the upper Missouri before the advent of the "Iron
Horse"; and the accounts of midwinter tours of detached service where
officers and men were called upon to leave their warm quarters, and to
.strike boldly out on the bleak prairies far from human habitations, with
. the thermometer from ten to fifty below zero and the ground covered with
- drifting snow, and with nothing but tents for protection, might readily

be extended to fill the restricted space of this sketch.

: . On August 21, 1876, Company G, lst Lieutenant Nelson Bronson com-

+ manding, left Fort Buford as guard for the Steamers Josephine and Yellow-
stone,

While running about fifty yards from the bank at a point on the
Yellowstone some forty miles below Glendive Creek, the boat carryi g
Lieutenant Bronson and his men was suddenly fired upon by Indians con-
cealed in the timber and dense undergrowth. Private Dennis Shields was
shot through the left breat and instantly killed. The fire was proaptly
returned, but on account of the retreat of the Indians and the nature of
the country nothing more could be done, and the Steamer continued on her
wWay.




In June 1880 the Sixth Infantry was relieved from duty in the Departe
ment of Dakota and ordered to procced Lo Waite Pivzr, Col.

By the 17th the Regiment was concentrated at Bisrayk, D. T., and on
the 19th started on two srecial trains via the liovrihern Pacific Railway
for Rawlins, Wyoming, where it arrivaed ithe 24t and went into camp.

It took up the march for VWhite River Agercy on the 27th,

At the muster of June 30 in camp cn =aeke Hiver, %Wyrou., the Colonel,
Lieutenant Colonel, kajor, and: ail the companies wore present,

Major Orlando H. Moore and vomprqlcs D and I were 1Lc¢cft at Snake
River, while the remainder of the Reglment continued the march, arriving
at Camp on White River July Te '

On September 26 C ompanies D, F, G, and H, Lieutenant Colonel Huston
in command, left -the camp on Wh*+e River; D znd H enroute to Fort Gar=-
land, Col,, where they arrived Oct, 6; F and G enrcute to ¥Fort Lyon, Cola,
where they arrived Oct. 7. :

On Dec. 15, 1880, General William B. Hazen, the Colonel of the Re-
giment, was appointed Chief Signal Officer of the Army with the rank of
brigedier general. He was succeeded by Brevet Major Ucneral Alexander
MoD. McCook, promoted from the 10th Infantry.

on May 13, 1881, Companies F and G lcft Fort Lyon for Fort Garland
where theyjoined D and H, and under Captein Hamilton S, Hawkind: formed
the Infantry Battalion with General McKenzie's Expeu:t*on in Pouth West-
ern Yolorado, The Battalion marched to the jurction of the Grand and
Gunnison Rivers via Cantonment Uncompahgre, and returning to Gunnison
City, Col., was sent by rail via Cheyenne, Wyo., to Park City, Utah, en-
route to the junction of the Greene and Duchesne Rivers in Eastern Utah,
where it arrived Sept 17 and commenced building a post called ¥ort
Thornburgh.

e entire regiment had in the mean time been ordered to the De=-
partment of the Platte.

Company B arrived at Fort H&ll, Idaho, Aug. 21; A reached Fort Cameron
on the 24th; and I took station at Fort Douglas on the 31st,

The Headquarters with Companies C, E, and K, arrived at Fort Pouglas
on Sept, 123 and C joined A.at Fort Cameron on the 1€ih,

On April 27, 1882, Companies D, ¥, G, and H, changed station to the
new site of Fort Thornburgh abandoning the cuntonment at the mouth of the
Duchesne.

In May “ompany E changed to Fort Washakie, Wyco., arriving there on
the 18th.

On Qot., 25 Companies D F, G, and H, from Tori Thornburgh joined the
Heacquarters at Fort Douglas.- '

On May 2, 1883, Company B arrived at Fort Douglas from Fort Hall.
Companies A and C abandoning Fort Cumeron joined the rcmainder of the Re-
giment at Fort Douglas on the l4th.

Companies C, I, and K, Major Edward G. Bush commanding, left June
2 for Forg Thornburgh, arriving there on the 23d. Thuy returned to Fort
Douglas on Oct. 8..

On the 12th Company E arrived from Fort kashakie and the entire
regiment was concentrated at Fort Douglas, Utah.

On Aug. 25, 1885, the Regiment marched to Websr Canon, Uteh, and
with the garrison of Fort Bridger f ormed a capp of insbtinction known as
Cemp Murray, under the command of Gencral McCook, Coupa.y F was detached
Zvom this camp on Sept. 8, and sent to Evanstcn, Wyo., t. nssiat in pre-
gerving peace at the Coal Mines, The remainder of Gho feei cat returned
to Fort Douglas on the 21st. On Oct. 19 Company P roturaci to Fort Doug-
lrnz from Evanston.

Company K was detached from Fort Douslas and sta*t.cned in Szlt Lake
City on the Tth, on account of the disturhced conlition of effairs among
the Mormons,

Tn May, ‘1886, Generql McCook was mads. Cowrandant of the 7,S. In-
fartry and Cavalry School, and the Feadquartsrs were scnt %o Yort Leaven-
worth, Xans., whére they arrived on the i5thr, ; =

Oa June 6, 1886, Captain baniel U. Mu dock, who.eniered the Hegiment
as & 24 Liesvtenent Feb. 23, 1355, was diowned in the Grand River near
¥oal, Utah, while dir etine +hfc*0931nﬁ of his Company, u, enroute to
Hbﬂ“”‘ll Creeck.

Sompanicn H and I left Fort Douglas.on Julyl and joined the “Head-
qunrfnro at Fort Leavenworth on the 4th.




Companies A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and K, remained under the ¢ommand of
Lieutenant Colonel Nathan W. Osborne, 6th Infantry.

Company Dy, returned to Fort Uouglas from Southeast Utah Oct. 17.
Companies B and G were engaged in making a road between Price Station on
the Denver and Rio Grande Railway and Fort Duchesne, Uiah, during Septem-
ber and October.

Company E relieved Company K in Salt Lake City Dec. 17.

During September and October, 1887, Companies A and K were employed
repairing the Duchesne road through Scldier's Canon.

On Nov, 5 “ompanies F and K left Fort Douglas for the site of the
new post near Chicago, Ill., and under the command of liajor and Brevet
Lieutenant Colonel William J. Lysteur established a camp on the military
reservation in the Highlands whcre Fort Sheriden is row situated.

In December Company £ returned to Fort Douglas from 3alt Lake Cityi

On June 1, 1888, Componies 4, B, C, D, E, and G, vnder Lieutenant
Colonel Osborne, left Fort Douglas, changing station, {or Fort Lewis, Col.,
where they arrived on the 4th.

Company I changed from ¥ort Leavenworth to Newport Barracks, Ky,,
on April 26, 1889.

company G arrived at Fort Leavenworth from Fort Lewis on May 1.

Company H: changed from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Gibson, I. T., Oct. l.

On the 26th Companies C and D arrived at Fort Riley, Kansas, from
Fort Lewis. 2 :

On July 11, 1890, the Colonel of the Regiment, Brevet Major General
Alexander McD. McCook, was appointed Brigadier General, He was succeeded
by Colonel Melville A, Cochran, promoted from the 5th Infantry.

On July 21 orders were issued from the War Department skeletonizing
Companies I and X by transferring the enlisted men to other companies of
the Regiment.. 3

. On 4ug, 19 the Headquarters and Company G left Fort Leavenworth for
the new post near Newport, Kentucky, now known as Fort Thomas, where they
arrived on the 20th and joined Company F from Fort Sheridan.

: Colonel Cochran agsumed command of the Regiment at Fort Thomas on
the 224d. .

Company E arrived at Newport Barracks on the 23d and A reached Fort
Wood, N, Y. H., on the 25th., Companiecs D and 'C arrived =t Forts Porter
and Ontario, N. Y., respectively, on Sept. 6. Company B joined D at
Fort Porter on the 7th and Company H arrived at Platisburgh Barracks on
the 26th, completing the transfer of the Regiment to the Department of
the East. . :

On May 5, 1892, Companies B and D from Fort Porter and C from ¥ort
Ontario arrived at Fort Thomas.

Company H joined Headquartcrs at Fort Thomas on the 19th.

Nov. 1, 1892, the date of this sketch, finds the Sixth Infantry in
its eighty-fifth year, under the c ommand of Colonel Melville 4, Cochran,
with Headquarters, ®keleton Yompanies I and K, and Companies B, C, D, F,
G, and H, at Fort Thomas, Ky.; Company A at Fort Wood, N, Y. H.3 and
Company E at Newport Harracks, Kentucky.
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The writer is under obligations to Lieutenant Colonel Robert H. Hally
6th Inf ntry, for much information as to the original omganization of the
regiment; to Captain Jeremiah P, Schindel, 6th Infantry, fui. & great deal
coacerning the late war; to 1st Lieutenant Benjamin V. Askinson, 5th
Infantry, for the use of his private scrapbooks contuining autograph
letters of his g rendfather, General Henry Atkinson, arn. interecting mem=-
oraniaj and to Sergeant Major Charles H. Devercux. &ih Iafantry, fox his
excellent painstaking work in colleoting and extreciing valusble matter
from the regimental records, of whiech in his prisert position he has been
imrcdiate custodian for more than eighteen years




