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THE SIXTH UNITED STATE`? Ia&LI1TRY 

BY 

CHARLLS BRINE, 

1OT LIEUTENANT AND ADJUTANT SIXTH  U.S.  INFANTRY 

The first mention of the Sixth Infantry is found, in the Acts of 
Congress of July 16, 1798, and March 3, 1799 . 

The roster for August 1, 1799, gives as its senior ofiicor, vith 
rank of lieutenant colonel and commandant, James Read of North Carolina, 
who was appois.ted on April 24, 1799. 

There were too majors, Alexander D. Moore and 4rillia.m Brickall, 
both from North Carolina, ten cpataino, six first lieutenants, ten se-~ 
cond lieutenants, and a surgeon. 

Of the thirty officers constituting the commissioned strength on 
this date, twenty seven were appointed from North Carolina arid three 
from Tennessee, and orders from the ,ear Department of Jar.. 5, 1800, di-
rect that this regiment be recruited in North Carolina; but on June 15 
following we find it disbanded under the Act of May 141 , ,1800. 

April 12, 1808, should be considered the birth da,y of the present 
Sixth Infantry. For under the Act of Congress of that date the Regia,ent 
was organized, and it has since then been continuously in servi.e. 

Its first colonel was Jonas Simonds, a ; pointed froui I`ennsylvania on 
July 8, 1808, and.his name with those of Joseph Constant, lieutenant 
colonel from New York, and Zebulan M. Pike, major from Nev Jersey, and 
the names of ten captains, ten first lieutenants, ten second lieutenants, 
nine ensigns, one surgeon, and one sugeon's mate, appear in the commis-
i.oned roster of the Regiment for Jan., 1809. 

During the war of 1812-15 the Sixth Infantry took part in the battles 
of Heights of Queenstown, U.C., 13th Oct., 1812; York, U.C., 27th April, 
1813; Fort George, U.C., 27th May, 1813; and the siege of Plattsburgh, N.X., 
6th to 11th Sept., 1814. 

Captain George Nelson, whose name appears as the fifth ranking first 
lieutenant on the list of officers for 1809, was killed in the assault on 
Queenstovtin Heights, Oct. 13, 1812. First Lieutenant George v. hunk was 

mortally wounded at Plattsburgh, Sept. 7, 1814, and died on the following day. 
No other casualties seem to have occurred atnon the offiiccrs during this 

was, and prior there to the only recordod deaths are those of Captain John 
T. Gently who died Oct. 20, 1809, and 1st Lieutenant John :ate;-r:art who was 
killed in a duel during January 1812. 

March 1, 1815, found Colonel Jonas Simonds still at the hey;d of the 
regiment; but, in the reduction of the army of that year under t,be Act of 
March 3, 1815, the Sixth was re-organized, and consolidated with the 11th, 
25th, 27th, 29th, and 37th, Regiments of Infantry, and Colonel Henz'y 
Atkinson of the 37th was retained as its Colonel. 

In regimental orders dated Fort Lei c, cd.Y. , Aug. 27 1815, Colol C1
Atkinson 'assumes the command of the Sixth Uegiment of Infantry, ;:hich the 
president of the United' States his been pleased to confide to his. care . 
In entering upon his duty he is not unconscious of the importance and 
responsibility of the charges but he embraces it with confidence, relying 
as he does upon the aid which he will dreive from the ability rod, ex-
perience of his field and staff and platoon officers, as well as upon the 
good character of the troops composing the regiment." 

On Sept, 4th the Regiment embarked at Fort Lewis for Governor! S Island, 
N.Y., v:here it arrived the following day and remained until April lb, 
1816, when it left on transports for Troy enroute to Plattsburgh, N. ., 
where it arrived on the 3oth. 

The year 1817 found the Sixth Infantry under its colonel at Ilattsbul'gh, 
where it remained until the spring of 1819. 
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The following extract from division orders describes the nature of the 
service the Regiment performed during this period ,id ,.:hoes its high 
standing as an orgarii$ation: 

"ilL D U1tRJ' tr  NOEL a i :. N I i V Ia ION, 

Brownville, 8th Oct., 1818. 

"DIVISION ORDL ; a : 

"The Major General having completed the review of the troops, and 
examination of the posts in the eastern section of his command, can-
not conceal the gratification that has been connected vJth the per-
formance of this part of his duty, In activi -ty of labor upon public 
workds and discipline as well as police and drill, and in readiness to 
obey the call and justify the expectations of the country, he is con-
vinced that the troops he has lately inspected are. not to tie sur-
passed. 

"The Sixth Regiment of Infantry was found employed on the forti-
fications at Rouse's Point, and although devoted exclusively to 1s-
bor for the previous three months, its appearance conformed to the high 
reputation it has always sustained. 

"The labor of the troops of this corps has been of high and im-
portant character. 

"The country at large is indebted to thuta for their activity in 
fortifying one of the most important avenuaes, and,the formation of 
the road from Plattsburgh to Chatiaugua.y will be a service of long 
and grateful remembrance to the district here they have been sta-
tioned, 

"The Commanding General is gratified to state that these impor-
tant services have been rendered ithout the least dterioration of 
their excellence as soldiers. 

* * * x 

BY ORDER O MAJOR GENERAL BROM1: 
(Signed) R.i,I. xiAR1IL()t', 

Aid, do Cap." 

The Regiment left Plattsburgh for Cantonement Greenbush on arch 
19, 1819, with the women and children and baggage of Officers and men on 
transport sleighs.. 

At Albany the following order was issued: 

"ALBANY, March 29, 1819 . 
"DETA CHM;NT ORDERS : 

"The Colonel being ordered to VasPi.nt;ton City on duty connected 
with his command, the 6th Regiu~ent and the detachment of the 6th at 
Greenbush will move by water transport so soon as the zudson becomes 
navigable below this place to New Brunswick, New Jersey, under the 
orders of Lieut. Col. Snelling, and from thence it is to be marched by 
him by the nearest and best road to Pittsburgh, where the Colonel will 
himself join the detachment. 

"Lieut. Colonel Snelling ill take the necessary means to insure 
tLat land transportation be in readiness for the detuchmF nt on its 
arrival at New Brunswick. 

(8igned) H. ATKIN.~ON, 
Colonel 6th Infantry," 

It arrived at New Brunswick April 8, and was a.t Carlisle Barracks 
from the 18th to the 22d and in camp at 'linker's Run, twenty miles from 
Pittsburgh, by the 30th. 

Orders were issued at camp near Pittsburgh, May 8, for the embarkation 
~f the Regiment on transport boats for St. Louis. 
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The boats were numbered from 1 to , anu followEd each other in that 
order. They were propelled by cars nd sail:- s and there was a regular sys+. 
of signals prcvided in orders for their go-Terninent. 

This fleet of boats with the Sixth Infantry on board wa off Cincin.• 
*ati May 15, 1619. So that more than seventy three years ago the Regiment 
passed down the Ohio under the shadoi of the Kentucky hills where Fort 
Thomas is now so beautifully situated. 

On June 8, it left the transports and lent into camp at Belle .i on-
tajne, Missouri. 

The follotiving is an extract from orders isaued bj Col. Atkinson as com.. 
mander of the Nintn Military Department, headquarters, St;. Louis, Mo. June 
8, 1819k 

"In closing this order the Colonel commanding avails himself of this 
occasion to express his entire satisfaction of the conduct of the sixth 
Regiment during a long and fatiguing march from Plattsburgh. 

"The facility with which it has moved has exceeded the expectations 
of the Dpartment of Was, and of thr Commund.in9 General, and will form 
a blight era in the character of the corps. But thou}, so much has been 
done there still remains further duty to close the march. The Council 
Bluffs are yet of be reached, and every officer and m.:in must be ready 

• to :,ove at a short notice to accomplish the object. The regiment will 
be transported in steamboats..to that, point ;vhere permanent arragerments 
will me made for its accommodation. 

"The Council Bluffs are situated in thy: uinest climate and distract 
cf country in America, and may be justly esteemed the most desirable; 

T 

post on the Continent." 
-i 

The Regiment ay.aited supplies and transportation at Belle lontaine un-
til July 4, vrhen it embarked for Council Bluffs on the Steamboats Jefferson, 
Expedition, and Johnson, under the iunadiate command of Major Gad Huaiphreys, 
Colonel Atkinson accompanying the expedition as commander of the Ninth 
Military Depa tment. It reached Camp Missouri near Council Bluffs in Se .. 
tember. Colonel Atkinson in a private letter says: 

.4
'tW'e were greatly retarded by the steamboats, which farmed a part of 

our transportation, not being able to n3vig3te the Missouri titi lth any 
facility. There were three, neither of which reached any given port. 
ogle asceided only one hundred and fifty miles, another three hundred 
and fifty, and the third four hundred arid f'if'ty, the cargoes of all 
having afterwards to be carreed up in keel boats. 

• "Those difficulties of course kept back the 'progress of the troops, 

as it would not have done to have proceeded and left our supplies un-
protected, and it was besides necessary to have them to subsist on1 
Not withstanding all the embarrassments, we reache-d Council Bluffs, a 
point se en hundred miles above the mouth of the river on the first of. 
October. Here from the vicinity of several powerful tribes of Indians 
it becam necessary t-i establish a post. The troops were landed snd 
put to w rk to cover themselves for the winter and. erect the necessary 
defences all of which wire completed in seeson, ' and we remained eon-~1 
tented w th the prospect of sending one of the regiments to the mouth 
of Yello stone early in tll.e.- Spring. 1'h€; Rifle Reg}.mcnt;;: wI~ .cIs- t'as -
stationed at a post four hundred and nifty mils up the Missouri was 
joined to my; corn and. 

^ s 
This was 4nown as the Yellowstone ;expedition of 1819; but as Congress 

the following winter L declared against the expediency of its further pr .,-
gress, the ex edition terminated at Council Bluffs. Colonel Atkinson dds~ 

"As the troops were halted at the Bluffs our military duties con-
sisted in looking after the conduct and movements of the Indians, and 
maintaining proper:_, discipline, Much idle time of course, might have 
expended, but instead of indugig ing in it we turned our itterLtion to 
farming and raising stock." - 

On May 13, 1820, Colonel Atkinson .as promoted to the f'r. de of briga-
dier general, and was succeded by Colunc 1. Ninon Pinkn ', promotc$d from the 
2d Infantry, 

The following Session of Congress the Army v,as reduced, nd undr~:r the 
Act of March 2, The Sixth was again reorganized by consolidation itki the 
R7 '1 e Regiment of Fort Atkinson ( Council Bluffs), May 4. , 1821; , am Gcleral 

ry Atkinson was retained as Colonel of the Sixth. Infantry with rank 
revet brigadier genera, filling the vacancy made by the transfet n 
1e1 Pinkney to 3d Infantry, August 16, 1821. 



The follovcing is an,exract. .fopr'. Or,ter Ja . %2, .Headquarters Vest 
Department, Major General Gaines corri an io.;, cited fort Atkinson, iebt. 3O, 
1822. 

"The Commanding General h"ving corn lcted the inspection of the Sixth 
Regiment, the osi.tion it occupies, c.ith tL~. public property with which 
it is charged, takes great pl~esure in pu')lishinc; to tl;e troops of his 
department the assurance of his highest approbation of the conduct of 
of the officers and men of she reg iment generally, and tendering his 
acknevledgmtnts particularly to the Feneral, the Colonel, Brevet Major 
Ketchum, any:' other officers lately in cNn ;nd, for the conducive evi-
dence. they have exhibited of the practicability of uniting upon a 
large scale the valuable operation of agriculture with the primary 
duties incident bo a peace establishment. 

"This important and heretofore doubtful point has been completely 
settled, and the fact fully exemplified by the Sixth egim:nt, that 
persuits of agriculture and military science may be accordingly com-
ined without any destruction of the military character of the troops. 

As this regiment has proved itself to be ec;ual in every movement and 
every branch of military duty to the best dreilled battalion the Cora-
maridi.ng General has seen in his Department. 

"That so much labor should have been performed by the troops at this 
place, and that they should at the same time not only retain their milk 
tary character but in f.' .ct improve as theydoubtless have improved in 
the acquirement of military knowledge under the nay: system to which 
their attention has been directed, is as novel as it is interesting and 
cannot but secure to every officer and mEn the approbation of our 
country. 

"The buildings constructed by the troops consist of four b`Ioeks of 
hewed log barracks comprehending eighty eight rooms with shingle roof, 
plank floor, and a brick chimney to each; with a strong magazine, and 
the best kind of wooden store -houses, of ample size, for the quarter-
master's and subsistence departments; a Szw mill, capable of sawing 
fifteen hundred feet of plank per day; and a ghat mill that will grind 
one hundred and fifty bushels per day." 

1. C v C; . 

The land under cultivation was extimated at five h'_tndred and six acres. 
General Atkinson writes on December 13, 1822:---

"The first season we made twelve thousand bushels of corn, the 
second fifteen thousand, nd the third twenty thousand., besides more 
potatoes and all sorts of garden vegetables than can be destroyed. V:e 
have a stock of three hundred cattle end the troops have the milk of a 
hundred bows. V4e have a saw and grist mill, and I think in another year 
we shall subsist ourselves without drawing, upon the interior." 

The Sixth Infantry thus built the first United States fort .:cst of the 
Missouri River, and started the earliest settlement in Nebraska. Fort 
Atkinson was afterwards known as Fort Calhoun, in honor of John C. Calhoun 
Secretary of War. It was situated on the original Council Bluffs, about 
twenty miles distant from the present city of that name and about sixteen 
miles from the. site of Omaha. The nearest settlements wErre St. Louis on 
the south, Prarie Du Chien on the east, and the Fort or the Hudson Bay 
Company at Vancouver, in the north-west. 

Tile the Six h was at Fort Atkinson in June, 1823, it was led by its 
•lieutenant colonel, Hcnxy Leavenworth, to the relief of General Ashely's 
party, which had been attacked by anc was in imminent danger from the 
Ankara Indians. Lieutenant Colonel Leavenworth in writing to Gerneral 
Atkinson, then absent from the post says: 

"'fie shell take two six poundE and severed swivels and perhaps a 
howitzer. My party will be about two hundred strong in rank and file. 
If necessary it is expected that we can raise a considerable auxiliary 
force anion the Sioux. vve shall do all we can to support the honor of 
your regiment, and hope with the blessings of kind heaven to meet apprO-
bation of our superiors and of our country. We go to s cure the lives 
and property of our citizens and chastise those who have committed out 
rages upon them." 



The expedition resulted in the defeat of the Indians land the destruction 
of their villages, and the Adjutant General in acknoiedging to thEr Depart 
went Commander the receipt of the detailed rep ort of the operations of 
Colonel Leavenworthts command, says: 

"These papers h.Ave been submitted to the. Gt:•nera.l in Chief v"ho directs 
me to express to you his high satisfaction with the suc~:.ss of the. ex-
pedition and his approbation of the conduct of Colonel Lee:.vcnv.orth and 
his officers, to .hom he desires you to convey his thanks for the zeal 
and activity which they have displayed upon this occasion." 

The Regiment remained at Fort Atkinson until April 22, 1827, eh: n a 
battalion Cor.p.sed of Companies A, B, D, G, arid K, commanded by Captain and 
Brevet Major Daniel Ketchum, embarked on the transport boats Raccoon, L• ik, 
Otter, and Beaver, enroute to Jefferson Barracks, where it arrived and went 
into cap on May 17. The remainder of the regiment including Headquarters 
under Lieutenant Colonel A. .R. oolley comae-need thE; descent of the Missouri. 
The flotilla consisted. of the transport boats Grenadier, Montgomery, Y'iater-
witch, and ilk, Storeboat Mink, and Barges Nh . 1, 2 i 3,4, and , At Camp 
Leavenworth the transport boat Grenadier, Store-boat Mink, one BGrges 4 and 
5, were turned in to the uarterma.ster's Department, and thy. comrAland. con» 
inuing the descent of the river arrived June.. 22, . at tI).;: camp at Jefferson. 
Barracks, Miss curl. 

The orders for the government of the Flotilla enroute. from Fort Atkin-
son are models of .their kind, and in their clear xplicit proviion for 
every possible contingency reflect the soldierly qualities o' the command-
ing officer. 

After the return of the Regiment from :k ort Atkinson in 1827, it vas 
established rat Jefferson Barracks v:ith px"t of the 3 d Infantry, and the-
post was regarded as the Infantry School of Practice of" that day. The 
Famous old Regimental Mess originated about ihzs time and lasted for more 
than twenty years, until after the return from Mexico in 1848. 

General Atkinson, the Colonel of the sixth Infantry, was the first 
commandant of Jefferson Barracks. 

In May 1829, Companies A,B,F, tine H, under Captain oncf Brevet iajor 
Bennet Riley, were detached from the; egimcnt .t Jeffaraon. .3arrac.l s to es-
cort the overland traders to Santa E•., and on their return in the fail they 
took post at Fort Leavenworth. 

On June 19, 1830 Brevet 2d Lieutenant Charles 0. ay L':as killed in a 
duel at Jefferson Barracks by Brevet 2d Lieutenant James H. rf.cight. The 
former vas from Vermont, and latter from South Cr.rOlin . .both catrc to the 
Regiment from 'west Point July 1, 1829. . 

The story 4 is that there was a very beautiful young It dy, Miss Louisa 
Bullett, exceedingly attractive., ri great belle and a great coc~uc:tte, Many 
of the young officers were madly in love with her, among others Lieutenants 
May and lAright . They were jealous of each other, a quarrel ensued <tnd a 
challege~passed. Matters were arrcngad, and a meeting took place ti hich re 
suited In the death of May. 

Lieutenant right died about tv;o months afterward. 
The companies at Fort Leavenworth returned to Headquarters in December, 

1831, and the Regiment was again cconcentrated at Jefferson 'B. racks, pre-
paratory to taking the field against the Sac an F'ox Indians in the Black 
Hawk War. By June, 1832, it had reached Dixon's Ferry and vas actively cn~-
gaged in tie campaign conducted by its colonel as Comm:nder of the Frontier 
Forces of the North 4',est. 

0z1 Aug. 2d General Atkinson's Army of v.hich the. S xtb under Lieutenant 
Colonel Daniel Baker formed a large part of the Regular Brigade, came up 
with Black Hawk at the j anct i.on of the Bad Axe and lads ,ise i ppi L ive;rs , and 
immediately attcked him. The. battle lasted about three. hours. The Indians 
fought .with desperation, but were defeated -a na dispersed, suffering a loss 
of about two hundred killed and a;ounded.* 

This action was the finis: Ong stroke of th€ tar, ,end slack Ha>ak, de-
serted by his followers, soon after surx•endeered•to the Agent" at. Prune Du 
Chien. General Atkinson, in orders, expressed his approbation of the brave 
conduct of the troops engaged, referring to the fact that the he.gular troops 
among others were from their position in order of battle wore; ifamedintely 
in conflict with the enemy. The orders in his case war ,.. signed,, as A.L. C. 

* Indian Vrs of the United States. ---Wm V. Moore. 
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and acting Assistant Adjutant G<,nE .' 1, by .!.7.'nui t S _dnE y Johnston, then a 
second lieutenant in thc. Sixth Inf Antsy and Ldjut~:nt of the. Regiment killed 
while in command of the Confederate Army at S~iloh. 

Regimental orders of September 7, 1832, appoint as Adjutant of the 
Sixth Infantry 2d Lieutenant Philip St. George Cook, who afterwards entered 
the dragoons and in 1861 be carne a brigadier general. 

On October 2d the Regiment arrived at Jefferson Barracks. 
From Dec. 1832 until Aug. 1834, Companies A,B,F :ind H, were stationed 

at Fort Leavenv►oith, the Headquarters and six companies remaining at 
Jefferson Barracks, where the entire regiment was concentrated in September 
1834. 

The Regiment left Jefferson Barracks. on February 29, 1836, enroute to 
Louisiana. It arrived at Natchitoches, La., by detachments on the 6th and 
8th of March and enceamped near that place. For want of Transportation the 
march had to be continued b. detachments, the last compan;, arriving at 
For Jessup. ' 

By April 17th the Regiment was concentr. teal at Camp Sabine, Louisiana, 
with the exception of Company G which joined from Foxt Jessup on June 5th. 
By November 30th Companies C,C and E, were at Forth :',orth, La., I and K at 
Camp Sabine, and the remainder with Headquarters at Port Jessup. 

The Sixth Infantry was now under orderf for Ilrida, destined to be the 
field of its greatest glory. The Headquarters with Companies A, B, F, , 
H, I, and K, left Fort Jessup Dec. 19 arrived at Tew Orl< ans on Jan 16, 
1837~ axed sent to take station at Camp Sabine: , Louisiana, where they 
arrived the 27th, 

On February 28th the hegirnEnt, excepting the three companies at Camp 
Sabine, was at For Dade, k;ast Florida. 

By November 14, the Headquarters with Companies A,B,F,G,H,I, and K, 
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander H. Thompson Commanding, had arrived at Fort 
Taylor. 

The Sixth., excepting Companies C,D, and L, under its lieutenant colonel 
was now part of a swparate column commanded by Colonel Zachary Taylor of the 
1st Infantry. 

All hopes of bringi ;g the war to « close, by negotiation through the 
mediation of the Cherokee delegation being at an end, and the Indians having 
announced their determination to fight it out to the laht, Colonel Taylor 
on December 19th recieved orders to proceed with the least possible delay 
against any portion of the enemy he might hear of within striii.ng distance, 
and to destroy or capture him. 

After leaving an adequate force for the rotecti.on of his depot, he 
started with .twelve days rations with the balance of his command, eonsi~t-
ing of Captain Munroe's company of the fourth Artillery, thirty-five men; 
the First Infantry, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Foster, two 
hundred and seventy-four; the Sixth Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel 
Thompson, two hundred and twenty-one; pioneers, thiry; pontoneers, thirteen; 
and seventy Delaware Indians; making a force exclusive of officers, oi' 
eitht hundred and seventy menn. 

It was known that the Indians rat. re retreating in a ;ody south, and l 
would be obliged to betake themselves to 'the everglades or maintain their 
ground by an •bstinate resistance. 

On Dec. 25, 1837, Colonel Taylor's army cyme upon tiLE enemy strongly 
posted in a dense hammock, perfectly concasled, arid. confident oi' victory. 
Their number has been variously estimated up to seven hundred. 

The only approach led through a swamp knee- deep in mud and water, 
covered with saw grass five feet high, an.d pe.Lfectly swept by the enemy's 
fire. The engagement was brought on by yZorgan's spies and the volunteers 
under Gentry. These troops moved gallantly forward, exposed to a heavy fire, 

accompanied„by infernal yells, was poure4d in upon them from the 
trees tops and from every thicket and concealm nt. 

Colonel Gentry fell mortally wounded; his men began to stag, r, and 
firm lly seized with a panic, broke and fled in wild disorder. . 

After refer'ing to tI,e reru~..ae of the rep'ailse of the volunteers, and 
the failure fo repeated efforts to bring them again into action, Colonel 
'Taylor, an his detailed report of the battle of' Okee -cho-bee , says: - 

"The enemy, however were promptly eLecckEd and driven back by the 
4th and 6th Infantry, which in truth migit be said to bE a moving 
hattery. 

"The .wight of the enemy's fire was' pr incipally concentr; ted on 
five companies of the 6th Infantry, wni'zh not only stood firm , but 
_continued to advance until their gaIlan't c;;,l. ndor, Lieutenant Colonel 
Thompson, ana the Adjutant Lieutenant "enter, were killed .end ejfry 
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officer with oi :cc ony as r Cs I''. : ) . : c:' t iiOr--commiseionecl 

officers, includi7i tits aereanf Majc : :Y ;i i:c ar f th.0 orderly Ser~ 

geants, killed and wounded of tho on;_'anie::, li' Yi that portion of 

the regiment retiree: to short da.st3r?e •:art^ rove agus.r formed, one 

of these companies h.v_.r. a buc four meirb~r 'of • un_to:iohed." 

He refers to he tvro i. om.ai.ni.ng companies cf t'T.e. 6th Infantry under 

Captain Noel being engaged and continuing to. ho eneray in conjunc-

tion with other tx>o )ps, and to the enemy being pursued by the 1st, 4th 
and 6th until near night, and until the troops err rc nearly exhausted, and 

the enemy th iven n all directions. Colonel Tay7.cr continues 

•"I m not sufficient master of words to express my admiration of 
the gallantry and steadiness of the officers :znd soldiers of the Sixth 
Regiment of. Infantry. It was their fortune to bear the brunt of the 
battle. The report of the killed and wounded, which accompanies this, 

is more conclusive evidence of their merits than anything I can sail., 
After ,five ompanios of this. regiment, against which the enemy direc—
ted the most deadly fires were nearly out up, there being only four 
men left uninjured in one of them: and every officer and orderly 
sergeant of those companies, pith one exception, were either killed 
or wounded; Captain Noel, with the remai ,ling two 'companies, his o;rla 
company K, and Crossmant s, T3, commanded by Second Lieutenant Woods, 
which was left of the regiment, formed on the right of the fourth 
Infantry, entered the hammock with that regiment and continued the 
fight and the pursuit until its termination. 

is due to Captain Andrews and Li.euteaant walker, to say t hey 
commanded two of the five companies mentioned above, and they eontin~ 
ued to direct them, until the r were both severely wounded and carried 
from the field; the latter rcoie~: ed Three separate balls." 

He speaks in complimentary terms of 1st Lieutenant George II. Crif. in, 
6th Infantry, on his personal staff and an A:_de-d. -Camp to Major General 
Gaine and a volunteer from, his staff in 1'lo: da. referring to his - roa. t-
ness and efficiency in sustaining him, and ..to his good conduct .and ala-
crity in. conveying orders during the at.ior of the 25th December. 

Colonel Taylor.continues: 

"it is. th to hii rank and talents, to wc' . to his J.on:; and 
important services, that I perl;icul~r.ly :ne4ti on. L1 eutenant Colonel 
A R. Thompson, of he 5icth Infantry, v: by fef. i n the discharge of 
his duty, et .the 1ur'i of hi.s.regi.rnont. Fe 'as in feeble health 
brought on by exposure tot his climate du:ri.:ig the past summer, row 
fusing to le_'ve the country while his regiment continued in it. 
Although he reci.eved two balls from the fire of the enemy early 
in the action, ,rhich wounded him :yev'rely, yet he appeared to dis-
regard them, and continued to give his orders with the same coolness 
that he would have done had hi s regiment been under review or on 
any parade .duty. Advancing, he .recieved a third ball, which at 
once deprived him of life. His last words were: 'Keep steady, men, 
ch.arc'e the hariuiock--remember regiae-tt to which you belong.'. 

"Captain V.ar. Swoaringen, iica.tenant Brcoko, and Lieutenant and 
•"'Adj stint Center, of the same regiment, -;ho foil on chat day, had no 

spe tiers of their .3. e rs in service, ad in point of chivalry 
ranked aicr the first in she army or nation," 

The most important chiefs participated in this affair, Alligator 
says th.% re were engaged in the action three iAun.dred aiid eighty warriors. 
Many were posted in trees, enveloped in mu.; ti so as no to be discovered. 
Others were behind large trees rhi.ch had been notched to provide rests 
for their ifles. The Indians probably suffered e :ivally li try the troops, 
as they left ten doa on the ground b 'id~'3 clouttless carrying off more. 

As has been said by Colonel Tay 1o , ? he most conclusive evidence of 
the glorious record of the gaLiant Sixty: on that bloody Chr. i strrras of 
1837, is the official list of those who fel'. killed and w ounded in the 
actions 



n ►' ,~ '~I .. a i; the ?at ,1: v Okee-cho-bc;c :----Return of t-.~~ Killed ec'~ r~,...c:. cl._n~_~: a. 

REGIMEDITS & CORPS C'OM~' .7 tT DY 

Regulars. 

1st Infantry.... 
4th Infantry.... 
6th Infantry 
Mounted 4th Infantry. 

Volunteers. 
Missouri Volunteers., 
Spies 
Indians. 

• .... • 

p. 

Lieut. Col. Davenport. 
Fc~s Lieu,. .Col Foster . 4 ~e~ ,  . 

Lieut. Col. t'hompon. . , 
Captain Allen........,. 

'~1 LLFT  wOL"T:DE:D 
Oli'1- 0 TI  . r 

CERu 
' 

CEt~

. ... , 

'I. 
r,.'• 

3 
16 

1 
2 

4 
18 

53 
1 

Colonel Gentry...   1 1 3 22 

bieut. Colonel Moro'an  2 3 4 
Captain Parks . , . . • • , . • • 

TOTAL L • 22 9 102 

Of the Sixth Infantry, Lieutenant Colonel Alec anuer R. Thompson was 

woi.nde4 in three places before hef ell. The first ball passed trirough the 

abdomen to the left, the s cond in the right breast, and the last threugh 

the chin and neck evidently shot from a tree. He fell in a sitting pos-

ture, uttering as he died the memorable words quoted in Colonel Taylor's 
report. 

Captain J. Van St: earingen was shot in advance of his c ompany, in the 

lower part of the neck. When passing to the rear he raised both hands to 

his head, fell flat on his face, and expired instantly. Lieutenant and 
Adjutant J. P. Center vas shot through the head from a tree, and expired 
on the spot. First Lieutenant E. J. Brooke was shot through the heart. 

Sergeant Major Henry Sleephack was mortally wounded, and died DEce 27.

*TaylorP s Report, Return of Killed and Wounded, and other details as to the 

Battle of Okee-chowbee.__Sprague's Origin. Progrn s; and Conclusion of 
the Florida War, and Montgomery's Life of Ta< -l.o:.'. 

The conflict was one of ch.e fiercest and. ms f .`al of the whole y.sx, 

and so dispirited and weakened the Indians tha{. th y ware neverafter 
able to collect a sufficient force to openly : esist uhe 'overnment. 

The thanks of the President of. the United. <rere tendered Colo-
nel Taylor and the officers, non-commissioned and troops of the 
regular army, for the discipline and brave Y~_~' i ~:D.L ,~~ c5i : y hem .on the 
occasion of this battle. 

On April 25, 1838, Lieutenant ' Loloj o. •Jor n .:r , ,:ho had su~ 
seeded Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, was ,_s_1 c! by ti. cxnlorion of a 
steamboat, and Major John Green, 5th Infantry then ir- cc1i,~a.~id of the 
District West of the Suani ee, became Lieatenan l°olnn~- i the Sixth. 

In May Companies C, D, and E, which ao. :'c r c: lied '.  time at 
Camp Sabine, La., joined the forces serving in l.as 'lcyiaa. and by i:ovem-
ber the whole of the Regiment was in middle FJ.orida - ~r the comzrnd of 
Captain William IIof "man. 

During this period and ntil the close of hosti i.i plc,:., she Sixth was 
employed by company or detachment at small posts and 'maps, scouting and 
marching; seeking the wily foe in dense hammocks and i,.v • uri:~ ~.ing 
swamps; and bravely suf "ering the incomparable hards?~ ~p ' 1 idcnt to that 
most trying of our Indian Wars. 

On May 2, 1839, 2d Lieutenant William Hulbert and several men were 
waylaid and killed by Indians near Fort F. Brooke. 

Company I, under 1st Lieutenant Samuel Wooth r1 cd. L:Leuteriant Lerris 
A. Armstead, had an engagement with the Indian..: :.t F, r dr. 5ws cri Aug. 
29, 1839, in which one sergeant and one private were ka.'.1ed. 

On July l3. _1.84.0, two men of Company D were k_.iled by. 1 rjd .~n5 near 
Fort Pleasant. 

On Septemb:r 21 L:Leutcnan_t Col-".cl ~~h_n G1 F,ea 3 c.. e Ls suc-
ceeded by Lieu teno,it Colonel (.' stovu:: 1oornis p~'o~eo L cd t':rom ,ns 2_d Iz1fantry. 

The Sixth 1r:fwntry rarnair: in T'1oiria uY -,_.1. a±"4  r the restoration 
of peace when i. i,'ias srt n_o •h on Transports via New Orleans. 

By March 2C;, 1342, the entire regiment was again et Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo. It had left behind, killed in action, or dead from wounds  c a+i J.is--
eases ten officers and c 7 e hundred anal twenty-nine enlisted r;e -_nclud-
ing the sergeant Major, quartermaster srgcant eight sex geants and seven 
corporals. 



~r 

In April 16th the o gi~,.Ent i e-r ,:off r s  B..  r 1  n ~ - f '.c Fr' '1 c; . , ;on. 

C. N., where the last ce~ipa' sv tor

In July news wa4 reel  L. de i :r ? ;. - ,rr?

Henry Atkinson, core-inand:uig .)ep .r=trnent I:'o. 1 , t i oc-
curred at his hertdq'aartol's at reiI.'ersJn Fs un^ 1.14 ll:''.L. 

This distinguiehed officer was the celorvl of he S:s:'. ;h Irifcmty :cor 

more than twenty-six years. 
General Atkinson_ was succeeded by Colory l V!.J.1 & rim ; ver~^or c, i,romo-

ted from the 1st Infantry. 
January, 1543, found the FIeadquarters ; ^rd Co anez; R. I, r.nr1 K, 

still at Fort Towson; Companies A, E, G, ena H, at I',,:. :7:~_?~aan; C t Fort 
Washita; and D and F at Fort Smith, Ark. So Fcr?^r-r 25 the readc' rters 
arrived at Fort Gibson, h:,.vin left Por ; T., ^n the 6th«

On July 7, 1543, Colonel D.even,:or c of fC .. '( a & ;'r , :.s f^ r of egimonts 

with Colonel and Brevet Brigadier Geier 1. Zachary y' :•.. he o 'aer re-
turned to t he First, and latter, aft ward;; hero of •,o 'a Z'ir2t.a and 
Montery, and President of the United. States, e''^ .u: c 'eo 4 o:_ . of ;he Sixth 
Infantry. General Taylor was then at . or -i; Arl a'n; i in cc and of 
the 2d Military Departzeont. 

In September the llea c artery of the ReiTM_ ; rL Jin:n :d to tort Tow-
son, and remained there until December. Sn DeeJ 20 tn FTeath uarters ai d 
Companies A, E, G, and. II, wore at Fort Ghs^n.. C. N; F, C, I, end K, at 
Fort Towson; and D and F at Fort Smith, 

On June 21, 1844, the Headquazt~ rs rere established. at Fort Smith. 
On the regiientrl return for July of this year, Brevet 2d Lieuten-

ant Winfield S. Hancock, who in after years became so eminent as a i.or 
General, and as t he Democratic candidate for President of tkD United 
States, is reported as " 'ained by a}~pointment from the Mlitary oado, y." 

On January: 20, 1845, the }Ie<adquartcrs returned, to Fort Towson. In 
November Companies I and Ii were sent from Fort Towson to Fort ,,•a:;hita, 
where they arri ved the 26th. 

Tho Headgl. rters left Fort Towson March 16, 1846, and a ived at' 
Fort Gibson the 28; left Fort Gibson for the disturbed dist lot, Chero 
kee Nation, April 30, and retern d May 26th. 

The declaration of war with '.texioo, May 13, 1846, found the Head-
quart ore of the Sixth Infantry, Liout nant Cc tionel Loomis oomrn,anding, 
and Companies A, E, G, and II, at Fort Gibson; C.~m >anies B i%d C at Fort 
To~vscn; I and K at Fort We.shita.; and D and P at or Sml' th. 

Cenerel Zac.,~nry °.;t. `lo,r, the Colonci :f i1;: e4 . ' , tom as c r; .c-_.ie::: 

of the Arr of 0cau ::r' F3' c<t. Lie sae " " n .a :to id a \ able. .I. t i, a C. ~ V V . ... / . .~. .a 

Resaca de la Palma, and recieved the brevet of 'M_uier "encral for his 
gallant conduct and :distinguished serviee U'r he, a rathlea; when, on 
June 29, 1546, he cease to be an o.f f`iccr cf the Ji.xth Tr.fantru. by pro-. 
motion to the grade of Major genera? . He w. ; succeeded by 0o1onel New-
man S. Clarke, promotor? from the St h Tn.f'za.t:,rr, . 

By October 1st rompaaies C, D, and 'e : ea , t} e Rio Grand 
and coined the forces under Taylors 

The Headqu rters with Companies A and F :::^ m the Dort h, n t C, D r
and H, transferred from Taylor t s command, jc~_r.: i +-he Army at Vera Crnu 
in March, 1847; and by July the entire reg:im ti ro - wlh *d: e etitce ~ cion of 
Comla.ny G left .at Fort Gibson and Company I lef at -h,r.t Mia.,hita, were 
at ruebla; Mexico, with the Army under Genera? S •oo t 

Companies G and I remained in the United :~toU c1 rin•c the Mexican 
War, and should be uncle.rstood as not included i: stre.i ' h. Jf the I~o-
gi:;;. ~r when reference is made thereto in cozy .1 .e i.c'n with t hP bat ties and 
inca. •3nts,,of this campaign. 

The .,::tip Infantry l_.ft Puebla with Con J. `T°or:h' e 1~;.vie: . .-)n Au 
gust 9 ; mint c t lain' part at Contreras was ;fi ' i .he on :my t e works at San 
Antonio o.i ;,hc 19, turned his three ba'tter' w .,L rr. ,rnn1y F::n ' ed in 
tho 'b.a i], e of Churubusco on the. 20th. 

c q,tc i,o from Ripleyl s History of tn. •_:, i :an. 'rr• • 

AS Bravo made a precipitate .r_ e "t:. ee '.7rc'_: >i t't off_ i oult and mar-
shy rro?:,tad Worth determined to ..s 1.l ~. J . , ~'.l. .1 i. 11t .w.  r JJ. that 

~. 
'~ ~I ~.~ -~ V V 

Lion id to push on by the oau;e . 2. a - ~ s ' a :i ' e ordered 
fcr',:'ai:3.ed and Carland t s brigade as 1:_n `.ea wi b ths Sth Infantry. 



xt the Sixth and Fifth Regimens hr.d ,~t~ =~'~ ci;. .Lrnc^ the road in 

pursuit of the retraatin ; enewy i ''i..•`h re:.n.; in advance, as it 

had formed on the 1 .ft of the Fifth when the tatber had engaged the 
Mexican flank. ""fort moved on with the groster portion of his 
troops, and overtook to fifth before it came under fire; but the 
Sixth, having pas: ed ra .dly forward beyond swprorting distance, 
had become warmly en.4;aged, and the battle of Churl?.bunco had com~ 
menced. 

"The Army which Santa An~.a had led back from San Angel was form-
ing along the River Churubusco, and in the cornfields to its north. 
Other large bodies of troops of the line and a f ow pieces of artil-
lery were in march from the c ity, while the cavalry waa moving 
long the road north of the fete du pout to a position in rear, to 
hold itself in rese..ve. Of the guns which Bravo had seat from Jan 
Antonio, three had arrived at the tete du pant. One thtty-two 
pounder broke down on the road, and was siezed by the Sixth Infantry 
in its advance. The whole train of amunition wagons being ex-
ceedingly heavy, and unwieldy, had stalled on coming to the en~rance 
of the fortification, blocking up the road for a considerable cU.s-
tance in its front, and partially obstructing the fire from the em-
bra»sures. 

"But although much confusion existed, yet the Mexican troops were 
formidable from their overwhelming numbers and the strength of their 
position; and they were by no means deficient in nerve nor di,: they 
show any disinclination for the battle. 

"Santa Anna, assisted by a crowd of general officers stro.w to 
form his line, and with some success; but, while things were in 
this state the small battalion of the Sixth Infantry came bolr3ly 
forward ) though irregularly and in confusion. The leading companies 
being gallantly led from very rashness would, in all probability, 
hav entered the tete du ,:ont, had not Rincon's troops opened a 
terrific fire of cannon and musketry from the convent. 

"The distance was great for musketry, being over three hundred 

and fifty yards; but the Mexican position was elevated, and, with 
the enormous cartridges furnished to Mexican soldiers, the bul-
lets were easily sett to the road; without accurate aim, it is 
sure, but in heavy rolling vofeys, and with deadly force. 

RIn the tote du point a portion of the battalion of San Pat-
ricio, composed of deso ters from the American Array, was engaged 
in getting the three guns in t he work into bat ery, while many 
Mexicans lined the parapet rnd. poured volleys of musketry down 
the road. 

"The Artillery soon opened rah _ng the caueeway; and, being with-
out support or definite orders, the Sixth s t, a.g,Tored for a time, 
the rear became separated from the f ort, and ttie r egirnent was 
finally ordered by its major to nre Lc, U hack, and re-form be-
hind the housos of the village ; which lb lead passed in its advance. 

"With the exception of a party under Captain Walker, \vl1ich had 
extended to the right, and re r aa ed in t} cinity of the enemy, 
the regiment obeyed the order; ha+ it ackr once had. a most benefi-
cial effect upon the after ever..ts iz the 

"It had forced the Mexican Army to 
had Prevented the 
Antonio, and 
raiaid attack 
retreat from 

measure unprepared, 
tion train from San 
moral effect of the 
mediately aft:r the 

a Wit 2 on. 

rommet <.e battle in a 
securing the large ammuni--

yrith these must be counted the 
upon the Mexican main army im-

San Angel, and Bravo's rout from 
San Antonio. 

"While Pillow was marching from Coyacan upon the hacienda of 
San Antonio in obedience to his original orders from General Scott, 
the fire commenced from the convent of Churu.busco upon the Sixth 
Infantry, and soon after upon Twig's troops. 

''The march was at once hastened ir thu direction of the c use--
way, for the noise of the conflict about the convent showed at 
orc that the main Mexican force was o-. she left, and that the hat-

to cc fought there. 
coming in sight of the causeway, a aart;r of troops were ob-

5er•r moving south, through the v illage of Churuhusco. It was at 
f ir.r is mistaken for a Mexican corps; ht the colors of the Sixth In-



fantry were soon observed ; wnd sce4.r.g that strong resistance had 
been encounta:ced in that di_re~t won.; Pillow inclined stron.;ly to his 
left, increased the race of the column, and moved at a double quick 

upon the village. * * * * 

'Along the causeway the irrigating canal was too wide and too 

deep to admit of an immediate passage, and the troops were delayed 
for a short while in filling it up. In this .work parties of the 
Sixth joined, and in a few minutes Gadwaladerts brigade was upon the 
causeway effecting a junction with the main body of Worth's 
division'... * * * 

"The battle was then raging fiercely about the convent, and 
Worth and illow determined to fall on and carry the Mexican 
positions imediately in t}ieiryfront. 

'The 11th' under Lieutnewit olanel Graham advanced on the road 
in the ' direction , of the tete dt pont, until it crossed the ditch 
on the left .anal took post in the cornfields in front of the Me7_« 
can line between the two woritis. The 14th soon followed in support, 
and crossed at the -same. point. 

"The movement •obcered by the enemy, and the troops were 
soon subjected to a severe cross fire, under which they were ordered 

to lie down while the officers advanced to reconnoiter. 
"While these events we i e taking place, a. bat talion of the Sixth 

Infantry had re-formed, and soon after was ord cred to assault the 
tete du punt directly along the road. C a ptain Tiof:,f'man led it :for-
ward with gallant bravery, and o.f::'i ;rs and men followed nobly. 

"But the Mexicans in the work, whose attention had been given to 
the troops advancing through t' he corn on either flank, seeing this 
?ireet. assault, turned all their ;;tins uon it, which enfilacln; 
the road, mac'.e -lreadful havoc. "'onie of the men recoiled under he 
stern stroke of the artillery; but tra general of 'icers were by 
their side, and a few words of reproof and encouragement sent them 
back to their places. With a shot they c.ain followed their of ±'l-
cers in the advancer but the '.i rect assault w~ a impracticale u?d 
Worth shouted to Hoffmann to incline to the right into th:; corn, to 
operate with the main body of the di vi don in that quarter. There, 
next the causeway, the Fifth an E:i. ghfh }'ii become engaged. They 
had advanced on the right of t .e road, and h .d been saved much of 
the loss which had be: zllen the `sixth : -E • * 

"The battle hhd raged. for ,.ror than two hours from the time it 
was first opened by the sixth Infantry, when the Mexicans first 
gave way in front of the }:merivan right, and fled through the corn-
fields in their rear toward the city. 

"A party c'f' "=i-c-. f1 troops of different r.:fi iinents, .rlri cl, all. 
of the Second Artillery and Sixth Infantry, was led on by its offs- 
cers past the left of the tete du pont, crossed the River Churubu-
sco, and presented itself in threatening position in rear of the 
work. 

"The other troops came up, those or the right closed in, and, 
rushing through wet ditches, wait deep, ).'E. ,he parapets and into 
the work, the American troops ca;:Tied It iN a erewd`" 

Captains Willi un Hoffman and W. h. ¶1' ' ~? k:r :rd iF t Lieutenant 
Lewis A. Armistead, of the Sif.th 'Irfanti or s ate__ Lh t'xe volors of the Regi« 
ment, were among .those who rushed forty :rd in the advance and finally 
carried the tete du pont. 

General. Clarke, Colonel Sixth Infantry, was wounded in this action 
while in command. of the brigade, After Churubusco the Sixth. war concen—
trated at Tacubaya. 

On Sept. 8 the brilliant battle of Moline del Rey was fought.' To 
quote from Wilcox's History of the Mexican War: 

"The Sixth and Eight Regiments of Infantry were ordered by Gen-. 
eral Worth over to the right, and reached the intersection of the 
roads at the north end of Molino del Rey as theflour mill was be-
ing taken, sup orted by the 4th, they .f oY•rred at the junction of the 
two roaas, and as the enemy again advanced opened en artillery and 
infantry fire, and repulsed and foi{.owed him in the direction of Chapul epec ~ 



"The stor ~in~ party at the' Mills was divided into five companies 
each of one h- ndred men; the details from the 2d and 3d Artillery 
united formed one company, c ommaded by 1st Lieutenant M. L. Shackle-
ford with Lieutenant C. B. Daniels, both mortally wounded. The 1st 

Infantry under Ca tain W. H. T. Walker, 6th Infantry, and Lieutn--
ant G. 0. Haller, 4th Infantry, one company, the former severely 
wounded The 5th Infantry under Captain M. E. Merrill with Liguten-

ant J. F. Farry, 3d Artillery, one company, both killed. The ixth 

Infantry under Captain A. Cady, with 2d Lieutenant M. Maloney, 4th 
Infantry, one company, the former wounded. 

"The 8th Infantry under Captain J. V. Bomford with Lieutenant J. 
G. S. Snelling, one company, the latter severely wounded. 

"With the storming party were C,,ptain Mason and Lieutenant Fos-
ter, Engineer Corps, both of whom were severely wounded; and in-
cluding the Engineer officers, there were f ourteen officers with the 
storming party, twelve of whome were killed or w ounded.'~ 

In describing the attack, Ripley says: 

"Wright promptly advanced his party in line in the .irection in. 
dicated. 

"Upon nearing the enemy's position, all doubts as to the resis-
tance to be encountered were ''"spelled at once. The battery whose 
location had been changed ,'.uring fc night, opened heavily upon the 
flank of the party with round and grape, cup t~.ng down officers and 
men in frightful rapidity. 

"The charge was ordered, ".nd the 'n hie soi viers, bringing down 
their muskets, rushed straight at the 1attery. 

"Of the fourteen officers who went into 3.ction with the command, 
eleven soon fell dead or disabled and with them a large number of 
the rank and file. In scattered parties those unhurt kept up the 
fire, but the corn and as a body as broken an fell away from the 
battery. 

"The Mexican infantry soldiers rushed forwaru and re-occupied it. 
They murdered every wov.nded man 1ft on the &round except Captain 
Walker of the Sixth Infanta;- and or .'r:i ate, oth desperately 
wounded, and both doubtless believed to be dead." 

In after years, Captain Walker as a major General in the Confeder-
ate Army, was killed near Atlants, July 22, 1864. 

The battle of Chapultepec followed on Sept. 13th, To quote from 
Ripley: 

"Worth ordered Colonel Clarke ' s brigade to aivance., and that 
corps came rapidly forward. Pillow ordered them to be posted on 
the slope of the hill for shelter. The 8th and 5th and a party of 
the Sixth went up the ascent. 

"The Sixth was, however, ordered around the northern base of the 
rock, to cut up the f ugitives from the castle; for the Mexican 
garrison was already shaken by the near approach and many we: e at-• 
tempting to make good their escape. 

"The Mexican artillery fire having been sileno.ed, the troops 
most in dvance had only been awaiting the ladders to make the la t 
attack. When they were brought up parties from different corps, 
moving quickly forward over the rugged though short space between 
the crest of the hill and the ditch leaped in, and at once planted' 
ladders. Lieutenant Armistead, of the storming party, led the way, 
end as the ladders were raised, Lieutenant Selden first mounted to 
scale the walls." 

Chapultepec was captured, and the next day Scott's army entered 
the City of Mexico. 

Lieutenant Armistead of the Sixth nf n t -'y, the f first to leap into 
the di eh., is the same who as a brigadier gc:r oral in the. Coni'ederate 
Army ccmm.. nded one of the "three ' brigades of Pickett' s division. i.n the 
immorta charge at Gott"sbi~rg on July 3, 1863, iriA led his Bien through 
tha• tr: r. ifin' storm. of ba.t i'le until lie, fell mortally ;:oundd within the 
Federa:. lines. 

H:L:Iey Continues: 



"The campaiw7n which had been cenmenced by the advance from Puebla 

xaa brought to a clo $e by the e apture and occupancy of the City of 

Mexico. The little army of 10,500 men which had taken he field on 

the 7 of August, after having been diminished by sickness and the 

casualties of battle more than one-third of its effective members, 

on the 14 of September w s within tho enemyt s c capital triumphant. 

"It had marched from Puebla to Mexico, had turned the c^~itizl 

and presented itself in the rear, and had won the city in the bat~ 
ties of Contreras and Churubusco." 

Of the officers of the Sixth Infantry who took part in the campaign, 

Colonel and Brevet Brigadier General Newman S. Clarke, MajorBen jain L. 
E. Bonneville, Captain William Hoffman, 1st L1 eutenant John D. racon, 1st 
Lieutenant Thomas Hendrickson, and 2d Lieutenant bimon B. Buckner, were 
wounded at Churubusco; Captain Albemarle Cady, Captain William f. T. 

Walker, and 2d Lieutenant Rudolph 
r 

. Ernst, were wounded at ;!col }.no del 

Rey; and let Lieutenant Lewis A. Armistead wasw ounded at Chapultepec. 
Lieutenant Ernst died of his w ounds in the City of Mexico on Sept. 

22, 1847. 
Lieutenant Bacon died of his wounds on Oct. 12, 1847. 
Of the r ank and file the Regiment lost in killed and w ounded at 

Churubusco ninety-ones at Molino del Rey and Chapultepec seventy-two. 
During the sojourn in Mexico one hundred and t wenty-five deaths oc-

curred among the enlisted men from ordinary diseases. 
Among the many officers of th Sixth who received brevets for their 

condupt in tais was was 2d Lieutenant. Winfield . Hancock, brevet ::ed let 
Lieutenant for Contreras and Churubusco. 

2d Lieutenant Simon B. Buckner, after'ards a lieutenant general in 
the Confederate service and later Governor of Kentucky, was riven the 
brevets of 1st Lieutenant and Captain. 

After the occupation of the City of Mexico in September, the Regi-
ment remained qu~rtcred the:.. e until Janu.ry, 1848, when it was movod to 
Toluca. The month of June found it concentrated at Jalapa, Mexico, pre-
paratory to leavi.rig for the United States. 

In July the Regiment embarked on the teamer Illinois enroute to 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo. , where it arrived the 28. 

By July 31 ' the sixth, with the exception of Companies G and I at 
Gibson and Washita, where they h.:~d remained during the w ar, v;:as coneen--
trated at Jefferson Barracks awaiting distribution. 

About this time the old Regimental Mess which dated from 1827 was 
discontinued and its property sold. The glassware made in Pittsburgh 
was aoout the first of its kind produced in this c ountry. The alver was 
manufactured in Philadelphia, and the crockery bore the regimental mark 
and was of the best quality. 

By September the Headquarters with Companies B and F were at Fort 
Crawford, Wis., Comnariies A and K at Fort Snelling, Iowa, C at Fort 
Atkinson, Iowa, E at Crow Wing, I. T., G a Fort Gibson, H at Fort Scott, 
Mo. , and I at Fort Washita. 

December 31 found the Headquarters atSt  . Louis, Mo. , Compan~r D at 
Jefferson Barracks, Companies A, E, and K, at Fort Snelling, B and F at 
Fort Crawford, C at Fort Atkinson, G and I at Fort Leavenworth, and H 
at Fort Scott. 

On May 16, 1849, General Clarke, the Colonel of the Regiment, as 
placed in command of the 6th Military Department with headqu ~+terc at 
St. Louis. 

On Jct. 1, 1849, let Lieutenant Winfield S. Hancock, who had boon 
Quartermaster since 1847, was appointed Adjutant of. the Regiment. 

The Headquzarters in October were at Fort Snelling, but returned to 
St. Louis by Dec. 31 and on May 1, 1851, moved to jeff.erson Barraks. 

The Companies scattered over the frontier in garrison. nd in' the 
field and changing from post to post, were stationed during the period 
from 1851 to 58, from ti e to time, at Jefferson Barracks, Forts Gains, 
Scott, Snelling, Xearney, Laramie, Atkinson, Dodge, Leavenworth, Riley, 
Ridgley, and Pierre. 

On Atrg. 29, 1854, Brevet 2d Lieutenant J1,hn L. Grattan, 6th Infantr, r, and thirty men of Company G were killed by Indians near Fort Laramie. 
The affair is known as the "Grattan Massacre." 



A party of Mormwns enr. ou.te to Salt Lake City having officially re-► 
ported t• the commanding officer of or; Lara•~:ie that the Sioux had sts-' 
len one of their cows, and :~eiused to give l; u.p, Lieutenant Grattan was 
sent with thirty men f Company G and a r.oun.~ ain howitzer, to demand res-
toration of the stolen property. 

This was the last seen of Grattan ani his men alive, and the facts 
of the massacre as related have been gatherod. froc statements .f the 
Indians. 

Having reached his destination Lieutenant Grattan made his demand of 
the Indians and then despite their warning trained his howitzer upon them 
and prepared to fire. 

The Indians, watdi ing the pulling of the lanyard, avoided the shit 
by falling to the ground as the piece was discharged, and rushing upon 
the troops overpowered t hem and k].led every man. 

On July 20, 1855, the Headriuerters were moved from Jefferson Bar-
racks to St. Louis. 

On Sept. 3 a battalion of the Regiment composed of companies A, B, 
H, I, and K, under the mnand of Major Albemarle Cady, 6th Infantry, 
took part in the affair ,with the Sioux on the Blue yuater known as the 
battle of Ash Hollow. 

Writing' to the Adjutant General from his camp on Blue Water Creek 
N. T., under' date of September, 1855, Geeral Iiarnoy says: 

"I have the honor to report for the ixf6rmztion of the General in 
Chief that, on my arrival at Ash Hollo.v on the evening of the 2d inw 
stant, I ascertained that a• large portion of the Brule band of the 
Sioux nation under Little Thunder was encampec on Blue Water Creek 
(Mee-nah-to-wah-hah) about six miles northwest of Ash Hollow, and 
four from the left bank of the North Platte. 

'I ordered Lieutenant Colonel P. St. George Cook, 2d Drago•ns, 
with Companies E and K of the same regiment, Light C•mpany `', 4th 
Artillery, and Osmpany ', 10th Infantry, all mounted, to move at 
3 a ' clsek, A. M., on the 3rd inst.. aid secure a position which would 
cut. off the retreat of the Indians to the San Buttes, the reported 
stronghold of the Brules 
• "At half past four. otcioek, A. M., I left my camp with Companies 
A,- E, H, I, and K, 6th Inf. ntry, under the immediate command of 
Major Cady, of that regimens, and. p_rcceedcd toward the principal 
village of the Brules with a ,view to attacking it openly, in con-
cert with a s4irprise contE mplated tThrough the cavalry. But, before 
reaching it, the lodges were struck, and their occu::ants commenced 
a rapid retreat up the valley of t_,e Blue Yvater, precisely in the 
direction from whence I expected the mounted troops. They halted 
short of these, however, and a parley ensued between their chief and 
myself, 

".Not being able, of coursE: , however willing he might have been, 
to .deliver up all the butchers of our people, Little Thunder re-
turned to his band to warn them of my decision, and to prepare them 
for the contest that must follo . 

"Immediately after his disappearance from my vie I ordered' the 
Infantry to advance, tie leading company (Captain Todd's) as skir-
mishers, supported by Company ti s 6th Infantry (under Lieutenant 
licCleary), the remaining companies of the ''ixth being held in hand 
for ulterior movements. 

"The skirmishers, under Captain Todd, 'opened their fire s
croa~ned the bluffs, on the right bank of the stream (where the In-
dians had taken up their last position) in a very spirited and gal-
lant manner, driving the savages therefrom into the snare laid for 
them by the cavalry, which last troops burst upon them so suddenly 
and so unexpectedly as to cause them to cross, instead of ascending 
the valley of the Blue Water, and seek an escape  by the only avenue 
now open t• them through the bluffs of the left bank of the stream. 
But, although they availed themselves of this outlet for escape from 
complete cajture, they did not do se without serious molestation, 
for the infantry not only took them in flank, with their long range 
rifles, but the cavalry made a most spirited charge upon their •p-
posite or left flank and r•.ar, pursuing them for five or six miles *
killed a lame number of them, and completely dispersed the whole 
party. 



"This brilliHnt charge f the :aTrulry wac supl ;rted, as far is 
practicable, by she v?Zole body of the infantry, who were eager from 
the first for a fra r w_' .h the butchers of their comrades of Lieuten-
ant Grattan ' s par. {J . 

"The results of the affair were eighty-six killed, five wounded, 
about seventy women and children ca turgid, fifty mules and ponies 
taken, besides an indefinite nu..ber killed and disabled. The amount 
of provisions and camp equipage must h_ve comprised nearly all the 
enemy possessed, for teams have been constantly engaged in bringing 
into camp everyt ing of value to the troops, and much has been des-
troyed on the ground. 

"The casualties of the comrr~ard amount to four killed, four severely 
wounded, and .one caissing, supposed to be killed or captured by the 
enemy, 

"With regard to the officers and troops of my command I have 
never seen a finer military spirit displayed generally; and if there 
has been any material difference in the services they have rendered, 
it must be measured chiefly by the opportunity they had for distinc-
tion, 

"Lieutenant Colonel Ge.k and Major Cady,  commanders of the mounted 
and foot farces, respectively, carried out my instructions to them 
with signal alacrity, zeal, and iLltelligence. 

"The company comma. hers whose position, either in the engagement 
~r in the pursuit, brought them in closest contact with the enemy, 
were Captain. Todd of the 6th lnf..ntry, Captain Steele and Lieutenant 
Robertson of the 2d Bragoons, and Captain death, 10th infantry. * 

"Brevet Major Woods, Captain Whart*n, and Lieutenant Patterson, of 
the 6th Infantry, with their companies, rendered effective service 
as reserges and supports, tekir;g an active share in the combat when 
circumstance s would permit. 

"There are also in the possession of officers and others in camp 
the scalps of two white females, and remnants of clothing, site., 
carried off by the Indians in the Grattan Massacre; all of which, 
in my judgement, sufficiently characterizes the people 1 have had 
to deal with," * * . * * 

Thus Grattan and his men were avenged by their comrades of the 
Sixth. 

General Clarke wus reli •ved from the comr:iand of the Department of 
the West July 1, 1856, and the Headquarters of the Regiment moved t• J.er-. 
ferson Barracks. They were at tort Le venworth Oct, 11, and on the 14 
were at Lecompten, K. T+ 

By Nov. 25, the Heacqu r±ers were again at Fort LeLvenworth. 
` On March 19, 1857, General Clarke, the colonel of the Regiment, was 

placed in command of the Department of the Pacific. 
On June 30, the ueadqu:rters were moved to Fort Riley, but were again 

at Fert Lcavenworth by July 25,. 
Luring July and august, 1857, Lompanies C, I}, and G, Captain 'rilliam 

s, Ketchum commanding, took an active p rt in the expedition Fagg inst the 
Cheyen~...ee commanded by colonel sumner, 1st Cavalry, experiencing unusual 
hardshi1;s. 

On July 6 with six companies of cavalry and four mountain howitzers, 
with.pack mules for transportation, they crossed the Platte River,. and 
proceeded in the directisn of the Republican and South Fork. On the 29 
the cavalry in advance met a body of some four hundr d Indians, and an 
engagement occurred in which the mounted troops had one killed and seven 
wounded. 

After the affair Company C, Captain Rensseladr W. Foote and 2d 
Lieutenant John McCleary, remained with the wounded, sick and disabled 
and threw up a breast work called Fort Floyd. 

6 

Companies D and G, Captain illiam S. Ketchum 1st Lieutenant Wil-
liam P. Carlin, and 2d Lieutenant Orlando H. Moore, marched with the com-
mand in pursuit of the Indians. 

'he duty required of the omapnies of the Regiment on this campaign, 
in key ping up. and co-operating with the cavalry, way especie.11y trying 
in its forces marches and deprivations. 

Cc~npanies C and in returning suffered par .cu.l~tr-.y. Tie former 
left Fort Floyd on August 8, after having been constantly harrassed by 
the Indians, and finally reached Fort Kearney about the 21, much wearied 
and bi oken down, having been out of rations sotre eighteen days. 



From Aug. 2 to the 19 Company D had nothing but fresh beef for food, 
the rations with this excep~ion having bec:n e..hau~ted. 

The men sufferred nuch j and many were bare-footed, and othervise 
destitute of clothing. 

In January, 1858, the Headquarters, with Companies A, E, D, G, H, 
and K, were at Camp Bateman near Fort Leavenworth, Companies B and C were 
at Fort Laramie, F at •Fort Riley, and I at lort Kearney. 

The Sixth was now preparing for its rand march across the continent 
from Fort Leavenworth to the Pacific Ocean, 

On March 18, Companies E and H left camp Bateman as kart of the es-
csrt to the supply train for the Army in Utah. The escort being under 
the command of Major illiam Hoffman, 6th Infantry. The flea dquarters and 
Companies A, D, H, and K, changed from Capt J3ateman to Camp Whcmpson near 
Fort Leavenworth on April 29. Companies 'B and C lfy Fort Laramie, N. T., 
for Utah, April 24, and arrived at La Bonita Creek on the 29 and 30, wheLo 
they joined forces with E and H marching from Camp on Platte River. 

The .Headquarters and U ompanies A, D, G, and K, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel George Andrews, left Camp Thompson enroute to Utah 
May 7, and reached Camp No. 21, Platte t~iver, on the 31, having marched 
during that period 302 miles. Companies B, C, E, arid II, marched from La 
.Bonita Creek May 10, arriving at Camp on Sweetw_ ter River, fifteen miles 
east of South Pass, on the 31. Company F left Fort Riley May 8, joined 
Headquarters at Fort Kearney the 25, and reached Camp No. 21 on the 31. 

ompany I left Fort Kearney on the 28 with the i ead.quartexs of the Regiment 
The Headquarters with Companies A, D, F, G, I, and. K, arrived  at 

Camp No. 45 on Flint'sCreek June 30, having marched 409 miles during 
the month. Companies B and C arrived at Camp Fifteen miles south of Salt 
Lake City June 29, „and E and H arrived at Fort Bridger on the 8. The 
Headquarters with ompanies A, D, F, G, I, and K, arrived at Camp £io. 62, 
on Black's F'o~k of ° Grecn River, July 31, having marched during the month 
217 miles. Companies B and C arrived at Camp Floyd, thirty-five miles 
south of Salt Lake City on Duly 7. 

The Headquarters with ompanies A, D, F, G, I, and K, arrived t 
Fort Bridger August 6, where they were joined on the 15 by B end C from 
Fort Floyd, Companies E and H were relieved from garrison duty at Fort 
Bridger on the 16 and encamped in the vicinity of the post. 

The Regiment left Camp near Fort Bridger .plug. 21, arriving at Camp 
No. 10, Bear liver, enroute to •Nenicia, Califorr .a, on thu 31, It reached 
Camp No. 34 on the Humboldt River, Sept. 30, having marched during the 
month 433 miles. 

1'h Regiment arrived at Camp .No. 59 4n Pea Vjna Hill, Ca1i fornia, 
Oct. 30. marching during the month 303 miles. If left this camp November 
1 and arrived at camp near Benicia Barracks, California, on 1he 15, 
marching 145 miles. 

The total distance marched by the Sixth Infantry from Tort r3ridger 
to Benicia Barracks was 1017 miles. 

The Regiment during this march w s under the c ommand of Lieutenant 
Colonel George Androws, with =4ajor William Hoffman, second in command. . 

From Benicia Barracks the ''ixth was distributed among different posts 
and stations in the Department of the Pacific. 

By January, 1859, the Headquarters and Companies F' and H were at the 
Presiaio, A at Benicia Barracks, B at Fort Humboldt, C and I at Benicia 
D pot, D At Fort Weller, Cal,, E and K at Camp Banc inn near San Bernar
d di no, Ca.., and G at New San Diego, Cal. '-'ompanies C and I left Benicia 
Der.? o:a the teamer Uncle Sam, arriving i.n San Francisco harbor Feb. 9. 
Co i, l(:ft New San Liego and embarked on the Steamer UnciF Sam, Feb. 
19: 3 panies E and K left Ca mp Banning near San Bernardino enrcutc to 
the Cc toraclo niver, Feb. 14, arriving at Camp No. 15 (Cook's el1s) on 
tha 23. 

Those companies were destined for the Mohave Country, and the Move--
mEnt was known as the Colorado or Mohave Expedition, and was commanded . 
by Ms for illiam Hoffman, 6th Infantryt 

By July the Headquarters snd Company H v1.ere at .Benicia Barracks, 
A, at Red Fluffs, Cal., B at •Fort HuLibo]dt, C and K enroute to Fort tuma, 
Cal . ; D at Fort Weller, E at amp Prentiss, P and I at Fort Mohave, N. 
M. , and G at New San 11ieo, Cn.I.. 

On Aug. 5 Captain Lewis L. istoad with a command c nsistirlg of 
twenty• -1 ive; men of his own ooL4a~.~r. , and twenty-five men of company I 
u a er let Lieutenant lisha . Mar shall, attacked and. defeated the Mohave 
Iaaians in an engagement near a lagoon twelve iles belov-; Lort Mehave. 



Over two hundred Ir_dins ar appcsed ":c have taken part in the affair 
and twenty-three were f o and ov1 he: field. 

The only casua1tie amen€; the troops we e three privates of -'ompany 

I slightly wounded. 
On Dec. 2 1st Lieutenant Darius -". Clarke died at Fort Yuma. 
The eompunies of the Regiment during this period were con.tantly em-

ployed changing from post to post, scouting, tnrching, and operating by 
company and detachments against the Indians. 

In January, 1860, the Headquarters and Companies A and H were at 
Benicia Barracks, B at Fort Humboldt, C, L, and r , at Fort Yuma, D at 
Fort Bragg, and G, I, and K, at New San Diego. 

Company A t Captain Franklin F Flint com,.anding, left Benicia Bar-
racks May 14 and arrived at Truckee River, U. T., three hundred miles dis-
tant, on the 31, and on June 2 had an erigagemef~t with the Indians in which 
one private was severely wounded.

On June 5, 1st Lieutenant Winfield Hancock vacated his commission 
in the giment. He had been on detached service as Captain and Assistant 
~uartermaster since November, 1 855. 

1st Lieutenant Silas P. Higgins died at Fort Yurna on July 18, 
On Oct, 17,E 1860, the Coi creel of the Regiment, Brevet Brigadier 

General Newman . Clarke, died at San Francisco while in eemmand of the 
Department of California. He was succeeded by Colonel Washington Sea-
well, promoted from the 8th infantry. 

Colonel Seawell joined th.e Regiment at enicia Barracks on March 
8, 1861. 

On April 2, a detachment of thirty enlisted men of L'ompany B, 6th 
Infantry, under the coinmand "of 1st Lieutenant Joseph B. Collins, 4th 
Infantry, left Port Humboldt, on a scout in the Bald Hills, Cal. Whey 
were engaged with the "io tiles" on the 14 and 15 near Mad River about 
fifty miles from the post

The Indians lost on t he first day between fifteen and twenty killed, 
and on the second day five killed and. three vwounded. Thy: only casualty 
among the troops was one roan sounded. 

The great tar of the L.ebcllion was now in progress, and the summons 
had crossed the continent for the Sixth to hurry eastward. 

Several of its best and bravest officers, honest in a mistaken con-
struction of the Constitution and true to their convictions as to duty 
under it, had tendered their resignations and given therns_ lves to the 
Fatal Cause But the rank rynf file with unhesitating fealty stood by 
the old flag, and remained, to a man, on the side of the North. 

The Headquarters with Companies E, G, and k , left Nenicia Barracks, 
dal., Oct. 21, 1861; arrivedthe same day :t San Francisco and embarked 
on the Steamship Orizaba, enroute to New York. 

Companies A and H from ort Churchill, Nevada, and B from Port Se-
ward Cal., arrived at San Francisco i~Iov. 20, and embarked on the Steam-
ship Uncle Sam for Panama on the 21. Companies C, F, and I, from Fort 
Yuma arrived at New San Liego Nov. 18, and by the 23 were aboard the 
Uncle Sam with A and H. 

The Headqu_ rters and Companies E, G, and K, arrived t New York Nov. 
15, and left on the 16 for Iashington City, Ii. C., arriving there the 17, 

Companies A, B, C, F, H, and I, left the Uncle Sam Dec. 7, crossed 
the Isthmus of Panama the same day and embarked on the Cahmpion, arriving 
at New York the 17 and reaching Washington on the 19. 

Company D from Wort Bragg left Mend•cino City Nov. 30, arrived at 
Alcatrax Island, San Francisco Harbor, Dec. 11, and embarked on the Steam-
er ''olden Gate for Panama, where it arrived on the 25, crossed the Isthmus 
to Aspinwall and embarked on the Steamer Northern Light for New York the 
same day. 'impnny D reached New York Jan. 4, 1862, and joined the Regi-
ment at Washington on the 6. 

By January 31 the entire regiment was concentrated at Washington 
City under the command of Colonel Washington Seawell, 

Colonel Seawell retired from active service on feb. 20, 1862. He 
was succeeded by Colonel Electus Backus, promoted frc'i the 3d Infantry. 

The Regiment left Washington City on March 10, 1862, for service in 
the field, as part of Sykes Brigade of Regulars, a.n1 arrived in the 
vicinity of Fairfax Court Hose, Va*, on the 11, where it remained in 
camp until the 15, when it proceeded to Alexandria, Va., and on the 26 
with Major henry '. ossles in command embarked on the Steamer Iier. for. 
i"ortress Monroe, where it errived the 28 and disembarked and re«ched camp 
near Hampton, Va., the same day. 



The Regiment 1E:f i Camp near Hampton, Vra. , April 4, for Yorktown ar-
riving in its vicinity on the 5. It moved to Camp Winfield Scott on the 
12, and from thE:t date participated in the siege' and operations which pre-
ceeded the evacuation of Yorktown by the enemy on May 4. 

Captain Thomas Hendrickson commanded the Regiment from April 24 to 
May 6 when he was relieved by Major Vessels, who haling 'been appointed 
Brigadier .General of y oluntecrs turned over the command again to C~i.ptain 
Hendrickson on the 20. 

The Regiment left Camp Winfield Scott on the 9, and advancing via 
Williamsburg, Cumberland Landing, White rouse, and Fold Harbor, arrived 
at Camp Lovell near Gaines' Mi11,.Va., on the 26. 

It was sent on the 28 to support the troops engaged at Hanover Court 
House, returning to Camp Lovell the 29. 

Colonel Llectus Backus died at Detroit, Michigan, on June 7, 1862, 
and was si,cceed_ed b t'olonel Hannibal Day, promoted from the 2d Infantry. 

The Regiment waa mainly employed on picket duty along the Chicka-
hominy until June 26, when it waa sent to re-enforce a portion of Mc 
Call's Division of Fitz John Porter's Corps which was engaged with the 
enemy at Mechanicsville. It arrived close to the scene of e.,nflict late 
in the evening, but took no r;art in the act on, and the next morning was 
ordered to fall back towards Gaines' Mill and await the attack of the 
enemy, who was advancing in force. The battle commenced about noon on 
the 27.. 

wring the earlier stages the 5th New York and a bouti Carolina re-
giment had to no purpose .repeatedly attacked each other. doloncl Varren 
about .3 o' Klock in the afternoon asked the Division commander for the 
ixth Infantry, and formed it in front'of and perpendicular to the line 

?f the 5th New Ycrk and 7th Infantry, facing tht oen space over which 
t +} e :►_ ormer and the ''outh C rolina Regiment had. beencharging and counter-
charging. The Arrangement was that the 5th New Lark should repast its 
charge, and on being countercharged the sixth was to take the onfed:.r~te 
Regiment in funk. £he "'ixth Infantry had l~r.rdly taken positi ' Lc+1 
those_ in command saw the, uselessness of such won-, which according to 
V arren' s graphic words w s "only covering the groana th dead men," and 
the Regiment received orders to pimply hold its position ill *i woods, 
which it did until about sun set wl,on the. Federal Lines, flanked t path 
extremities, gave way. 

As the Regiment's position was in advance of the first line and in 
the woods that status of affairs was not at once apparent, but a few mo-
ments under heavy canister fire sufficed to clear up matters, and, cross-
ing a. small, bridge, the Sixth in disarray passed to the rear between two 
of the enemy's skirmish lines, and re-formed on the ridge; occupied by 
Generals French and Maegher. 

Later in the evening the Regiment moved into the valley of tho Chick--
ahominy, and early on the n orning of the 28 crossed that stream. The 
bridge was destroyed after the passage of the ixth Infantry, thy. last 
troops to leaue the field. 

In this action Captain Rensselaer . Foote who entered the :Regiment 
as a 2d Lieutenant Nov. 1, 1838, was killed, and is Lieutenarrts Henry 
A. F. Worth and Laniel D. Lynn were wounded. Captain Thomas Hendrickson, 
commanding the Regiment, had his horse killed under him. Of the enlisted 
men five were killed and sixty-one wounded. Among the later was 1st Ser-
geant Thomas Britton, ho having entered the Regiment as an unknown recruit 
Dec. 22, 1848, was destined to reflect honor upon it as a commissione=d 
officer, through his promotion later on to the grade of 2d Lieutenant. 
An advancement thrust upon aim by the officers of the Regiment, who had 
been impresE.ed with his sterling worth and conspicuous courage on the 
field of battle. 

Retreating with the army towards the James River the Sixth arrived 
at Malvern Hill on the 30, and in the battle on July 2 formed the extreme 
left of the line; but being part of the reserve the Legiment was not en-
gaged. It r mained on the field until a late hour of the night, captured 
three prisoners, and early next morning fell back to Harrison's Landing. 

During the day 2d Lieutenant Jeremiah P. Schindel, while separated 
from the Regiment with a Few men, exhibited personal bravery and coolness 
under fire to a marked degree, 

Capt .in Hendrickson havi. g been promoted, Captain Levi C. Bootes As-
sumed command of the Regxmerit on July 12. 



The Sixth Infantry loft Harrison's landing Aug. 14 for Newport News 
where it arrived on the 19. and Aug. 21 embarked on the Steamcr Montreal 
for Acquia oreek, arriving there the 22 and procc, ding the same. day to 
ne.:r Fredericksburgh, where it remained in camp until the 24 when it took 
up the line of march to join t'eneral Pope's commend. 

The negiment arrived at Manasscs via Warrenton Junction on the 29, 
and partiQ.pated in the battle of Bull hun on the 30. It occupied a posi-
tion about the center of the line, near the Warrenton t urnpike, from enely 
in the forer;oon until near 5 o'clock, P.M., and falling back with the Army 
bivouacked thut,night at Centerville. 

bix enlisted men of the Regiment were killed in this battle; and 2d 
Lieutenants Charles M. Payne, abram . ➢ickley, and Jeremiah P. Schindel, 
an.d twenty-five enlisted men, were wounded. 

The Regiment left ' entcrville Sept. 2., and pros. irig through fairf ix 
crossed tre Potomac by the Chain Bridge, and camped at l ockville, Md., on 
the 7, ;here it remained until the 11, when it took the march through 
Frederick City and Middleton, arrivig at Antietam Creek on the 15. 

1'he Sixth w.  :.s on Picket duty during the battle of the 17. 
On the 19 the negiment proceeded to Nolan's cord on the Potomac 

near Jharpsburgh, crossed into Virginia Znd had a skirmish with the en-
emy on the 20, and finding him in force re-crossed in obedience to orders 
and encamped at Sharpsburgh, Md. 

The hegiment formed part of a reconnoitering expedition under General 
Humphreys which crossed the Potomac on the 16 end proceeding via Shep-
herdstown found the enemy in force and drove him cyond Leetown, returning 
to its camp near Sharpsburgh on the night of the 17 with two enlisted men 
wounded. 

The Regiment left Sharpsburgh on the 30, crossed the Potomac via 
Harper's Ferry and arrived at Snicker's Gap Nov. 2. On the 3 it formed 
part of the Reconnoitering Expedition to the hernandoahRiver, under 
General Sykes. In this reconnoissance two enlisted men were wounded. 

The Regiment lift Snicker's Gap on the 5th and. passing through White 
Plains and ' arrenton went into camp on the Potomac Creek near i- almouth on 
the 23d, where it remained until Dcc. 11 r:hen it bivouc.ced cn a. ridge on 
the north bank of the Rapphannock dverloo~rjng the valley and City of 
Fredericksburgh. 

Crossing with Hooker's Division n the 13th the Regiment was moved 
forward to within a few hundred yards of the famous atone wall for the 
purpose of attacking on the morning of the 14th. he plan being changed 
the Sixth held its position in the line on the same ground during the 
whole of the 14th, °unday, under a most galling fire without having a 
chance to make an appreciable return. Between 11 and 12 o'clock, P.M., 
the line was withdrawn into the twon, and occupied the main street during 
the 15th exposed to some artillery fire. About 9 o'clock, P.M., the 
Division of which the Sixth formed a p.rt was moved nearer the outskirts 
of the town where it remained till next morning, when in a fog and rain 
the Regiment re-crossed the Rappahannock following the First Brigade of 
the Division. 

While the Sixth Infantry occupied the first line in f'rontof tpe 
Stone 'r'rnll during the 14th, 2d Lieutenant James McKim, commanding Iotnpany 
K, was wbunded s tho bt yl prassirlg through the flesh part of his back close 
to the spinal column; he rose, and immediately became a. target for the 
enemy, but zigzagging-running first right and then left-he escaped, went 
to the hospital and had his wound dressed, and then, pursuing the same 
course, returned to his company. 

The ground in fron of Company E was so flat that in the course of 
the day, 1st Sergeant Thetard--afterwards mortally wounded at Gettysburgh--
was struck, and Corporal Kelly and five other men were picked off in 
succession. 

Having re-crossed the river the Regiment during the day and night 
re-occupied with its Division the bivouac on the ridge north of and over-
looking the city, and on the 17th returned to Camp near Potomac Creek.. 

At Fredc: icksburgh five enlisted men were killed, and 2d Lieutenant Jar. 
James r~icKim and twenty enlisted men were wounded. 

The Regiment left Camp near Potomac Creek April 27, 1863, and pro-
ceeded to Harwood Church on the Fredericksburgh-Warrenton Road, crossed 
the Rappahannock at Kelly's Ford on the 29th, and after dark on the same 
day waded the Rapidan at Ely's Ford and bivousced on its right bank. On 



the 30th the Sixth r,arcbed v.ith its Division to Chancerllorsville, and 
after a short halt moved out. on the rederic:;sburgh road for about three 
quarters of a mile anC bivoLtepcC: for the night, 

In the forenoon of nay,'.. 1,. the Division to which the Regiment belonged 
moved further down the Fredericksburgh road, and. the Second Brigade which 
included the Sixth was formed on the edge of the Vilderness with the 2d 
and 6th Infantry on the right of the road. The line, only part of the 
time covered by skirmishers, rapidly advanced, brushing away the Confed-
erate force in front, which precipita tely retreated, but re-formed, while 
the Federals halted, and opened a fire from which the 2d and 6th Infantry 
particularly suffered. Being finally outflanked the line was withdrawn, 
and on reaching the ground where it had formed in the morning the Sixth 
skirmishers soon coming up the Regiment re-joined the Brigade, which had 
reached the ground of the previous night's bivouac. 

The casualties to the Regiment in this action were confined to the 
enlisted men, one being killed and twenty-three wounded. 

On the 3d, while on picket in the vicinit,, of Chancellorsville, the 
Regiment captured four of the enemy,' and while engaged in a skirmish two 
enlisted men were wounded. 

On the morning of the 6th the Regiment retreated with the army to-
wards the Rappahannock, recrossed at the U. S.'Ford, and arrived after 
a hard march of sixteen miles at the old camp on Potomac Creek June 4 for 
Benson's Mills where it remained until the 13th, when it took up the 
march for 1die,'Va., arriving at that point on the 22d. It left Aldie 
on the 27th, crossed the Potomac at Edwards' Ferry'on the same day, and 
marching with little intermission until the 30th, arrived at Unionville, 
Md. 

At Frederick the Sixth Infantry was transferred from the Second .to 
the First Regular Brigade of Syke's Division, under its colonel, Hannibal 
Day, as Brigade Commanders 

Moving into Pennsylvania, the Regiment by dawn on July 2 was in po-
sition on the' extreme right of the Union line, not far from the Baltimore 
and Gettysburgh Turnpike, 

About the middle of the forenoon it was placed as rE scrve ne=ar the 
center of the line, and during the aft moon wasmoved in haste to the 
left and down the rugged slopes with the Regular Brigades. The Second 
penetrated he woods and wheat field in front while the First, to which 
the Sixth Infantry belonged, held the open gro.and immediately in its 
rear. The left being in the air and the troops on the right having 
given way the Division was ordered to fall back. 

The Regular Infantry, which included the sixth, was t hen formed in 
the woods back of Little Round Top and remained there durilig the 3d ex-
posed to the fire of artillery, and to that of sharpshooters who were 
hidden among the rocks in aria around the "Devil's Den." 

On the morning of the 4th the First Regular Brigade v-as ordered to-
wards the Emmettsburgh Turnpike, to "feel" the enemy. It advanced with 
the 3d, 4th and 6th Infantry in line, the sixth on the right, to the 
edge of Durfee's each .Orchard which was entered by the skirmishers. 

The Brigade then moved back to Little round Top,' but was immediately 
faced about, with orders to picket the "Devil's Den" and outer edge, of the 
woods in fron of the line.. The ''onfed~rate outposts were in close pro-
ximity, and the picket firing which soon begat was continued' until dark. 

On the morning of the 5th part of the picket line; including Company 
I, 6th Infantry, was advanced beyond the Emmc:ttsburgh road'. 

In the afternoon the Brigade returned to its position in the woods 
in from of Round Top, and by 5 o'clock was with the Division in pursuit 
of the enemy, bivouacing that night about four miles from Emmettsburgh, 
Maryland. 

The casualties to the Regiment at Gettysburgh were 1st Sergeant I. 
Thetard, Company E, and seven privates killed; 2d Lieutenant Thomas 
Britton, eight non-commissioned officers and thirty privates wounded. 
Lieutenant Britton's wound was receive under circumstances which es-
pecially distinguished him for bravery. 
T The Regiment was lying down exposed to a telling fire from Confed 
crate sharpshooters, when, to steady the growing uneasiness of his men, 
he deliberately rose in the line of file closers, stretched and yawned as 
though waking from a nap, and cooly v.alked beck and forth the length of 
the company. 



Leaving the Gettysburgh battle ground on July 5 the Regiment arrived 
at Berlin, Md., on the 16th. crossed ;1 Potomac on the 17th, reached 
Manasses Gap on the 23d, ,and arrs Ted at V~irrentgn, Va. , on the 27th. 

On August 1, 1863, Colonel Hannibal Day ̀ retired from active service. 
He was succeeded by Colonel Edw..rd a. King, promoted from the 19th 
Infantry. 

The Regiment left Warrenton on August 3 and marched via Fayetteville 
to Beverly's Ford where it remained until the 14th, when it proceeded to 
Alexandria, and on the 16th, under the command of Captain Montgomery 
Bryant, embarked for New York City. 

Captain Levy C. Bootes commanded the Regiment from July 11, 1862, 
to Aug. 15, 1863, when he was relieved by Captain Bryant. 

The Sixth arrived at New York on the 21st and camped in Washington 
Park. It had been sent there on account of the Draft Riots, and re,- 
mained '-oinp provost duty until the 11th when it was transferred to 
Fort Ha .1ton, N Y. H. 

On Sept. 20, 1863, the Colonel of the Regiment, Edward 4. King, 
was killed in the battle of Chickaraauga, Ga. , while in command of the 
2d Brigade of Reynoldts Division of Deorge H. Thomas' Corps. He was 
succeeded by Colonel James Dure11 Greene, promoted from the 17th Infontry. 

While at Fort Hamilton the Regiment was consolidated into two com-
panies, H and I, and drilled as heavy artillery, to form part of the 
defences of New York City, 

In February, 1864, company D was recruited from the depot and by 
transfers from H and I. 

In April the Headquarters and Company D were.sent to Willet's 
Point and Companies H and I to New York City. 

In July the Headquarters and Company D moved to Fort Wood, N. Y. 
By February, 1865, companies B, G, and K, had been recruited at 

the depot, and were stationed at Fort good with the Headquarters and 
Company D. 

On May 17, 1865 the Regiment embarked on the steamer S ar of the 
South for Savannah, Ga. , where: it arrived on the 21 .t and was assign. d 
to duty as part of the forces of the District of Savannah. 

The Headquarters with Skeleton .ompanics A, C, E, and F, and Companies 
B, G, H, and I, arrived at Hilton Head, S.C., from Savannah on the 
30th, where they were joined by companies D and K which had been 
garrisoning Fort Pulaski sinoe the 4th. 

The Regiment with the exception of Companies B and I, on detached 
service at Lawtonville, S. C., since September, arrived at Charleston, 
S. C., from Hilton Head on Dec. 9, .1865, and took quarters in the 
"Citadel." 

During February Skeleton Companies A, C, E, and F, were recruited 
from the depot, completing the original organization of the Regiment. 

While the headquarters remained at Charleston the companies were 
moved from place .:to. place in South Carolina, being stationed from time 
to time at Charleston, Georgetown, Aiken, Boufort, Darlington, Orange
burg, LawtonWille, Columbia, Strawberry Station, and other points. 

On June 11, 1867, the Headquarters and Company D left Charleston 
for Fort Gibson, C. N., where they arrived and were joined. by Company 
C from Columbia on the 20th. 

On June 25, 1867, Colonel James DurelJ,. Greene resigned from the 
Army. He was succeeded by Colonel Delaney Floyd JonE s, promoti_c from 
the 19th Infantry. 

Luring June Companies E and F arrived at Camp Jones near Fort Smith, 
Ark. On July 1 they started under the cornLnand of Capt^in Joseph B. 
Rife for Fort Arbuckle, C. N., where they arrived on the 20th. While 
enroute three men of 'ompany E and thirteen of L'ompany F died of cholera. 

The Headquarters left Fort Gibson May 17, 1868, for Fort Arbuckle, 
where they arrived on June 3. 

In the reduction of the Army under the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1869, the 'sixth was re-organized by consolidation with the 42d 
Regiment of Infantry. 

On March 15, 1869, Colonel Delaney Floyd Jones as transferred to 
the unassigned list, and Brevet Lajor General William B. Hazen b£:came 
Colonel of the Regiment by transfer from the 38th Infantry. 

Companies A, B, G, H, I, and K, which had continued on duty 'in the 
South, arrived at Fort Gibson March 17, where they were joined in May 
by Headquarters from Fort Arbuckle. 



The HeadquarterG .remained at Fort Gibson until October, 1871, when 
they moved to Fort Hays, Kasas 

January 1872, found the Tsei 3quarta a.na Companies A, G, and I, at 
Fort Hays, oapanies.B, C. H, Ali h, at Camp Supply, D at Fort Lamed, 
and E and F, at Fort Dodge. 

Since leaving the South the Companies of the Regiment had been em-
ployed marching from place.to place, and performing the duties incident to 
service on the frontier in those days, and had taken part in the settle-
ment of the"Neutral Lands" trouble in Kansas. General Hazen, the Colonel 
of the Regiment, command the District of t he lower Arkansas, which included 
the disturbed section, from August to December 1869. 

Company I was at Chicago from Oct. 13 to 24, 1871, sent there for 
service during the great fire. 

On May 10, 1872, the Headquarters and Companies A, T' E, F, G, and 
I, left Fort Hays enroute to Fort Buford, Dakota `hey arrived at 
Sioux Ci'cy Iowa, the 12th, and o the 15th Companies A, D, E, F, and I, 
Lieuter_a Colonel Daniel Huston ommanding, erabaTked or the Steamer 
Sioux City. She Headquarters and 'Compaiiy C en~ . rkoc' on th.e Steamer 
Miner on the 25th, 

ipn arrival at Yankton the Miner m ,t wi't'a un acc'-, donrt and sank in 
the Missouri River. She was raised and sent b ~* to'sioux City for 
repairs, the headquarters and "ompany G dw~iting her return. 

Companies ., D, E, F, and i, arrived at Fort Buf.~rcl on June 2. 
Companies B, C, H, and K, from Fort Supply,, left Sioux City on the 

Steamer Silver Lake May '30, and reached or+. A. Lincoln on June 14, where 
B and C disembarked and took station under. Lieutenant Colonel Huston who 
had arrived that day from 'o'rt Buford. 

Companies H and $ proceeded to F:rt Stevenson arriving at that post 
June 16. 

The Headquarters and ~'oarpany G arrived at Fort Buford on the Steamer 
Miner June 21. 

Companies B and C were present during the skirmishing between the 
"Hostiles" 'and the garrison of Fort A, Lincoln on the 2d and 18th of 
October, 1872. 

The limited 'space allowed this skitcn will not a'Aciit following the 
Companies of the Regiment in detail' throw li their irduous and varied ser-
vice in the Department of Dakota. 

The Sixth furnished troops to escort t~.a Fngin~ .rs of the ' Northern 
Pacific Railway from time to •tiue, for duty in coi~noction with the 
Yellowstone Expedition of 1873, as escort fc.. the Commission Surveying 
the Northern Boundary in 1874, and for the explora+ion of the Yellow-
stone River in 1875; and took an active part in the °ioux Campaign of 
1876. In the last case a battalion of the Regiment consisting of Com-
panies B, C, , and I, under Major Orlando H. Moore, formed a part of 
:General Perry'.s column operating against the "Hostiles", during May, June, 
July, August, and September. 

The Regiment was constantly" furnishing companies and detachments to 
guard supplies,- wagon trains, and steamboats on the Missouri and Yellow-
stone Rivers. 

It performed a full share of the trying duty that fell to the lot 
of our troops upon the upper Missouri before the advent of the "Iron 
Horse"; and the accounts of midwinter tours of detached service where 
officers and men were called upon to leave their warm quarters, and to 
.•s,trike boldly out on the bleak prairies far from hman habitations, with 
the thermometer from ten to fifty below zero and the ground covered with 

:drifting' snow, and with nothing but tents for protection, might readily 
be extended to fill the restricted space of this sketch. 

On August 2~, 1876, Company G, 1st Lieutenant Nelson Bronson com-
manding, left Fort Buford as guard for the Steamers Josephine and Yellow-
stone. 

While running about fifty yards from the bank at a point on the 
Yellowstone some forty miles below Glendive Creek, the boat carryi g 
Lieutenant Bronson and his men was suddenly fired upon by Indians con-
cealed in the timber and dense undergrowth. Private Dennis Shields was 
shot through the left breat and instantly killed. The fire was promptly 
returned, but on account of the retreat of the Indians and the nature of 
the country nothing more could be done, and the Steamer continued on her 
way. 

s 



In June 1880 the Sixth Infantry was relievec from duty in the Depart-
ment of Dakota and ordered to procoec'. o ti4iiite. .Riv :.r, Col. 

By the 17th the ire ~imoz~t was ccncentr ed at Lisark, D. T., and on 
the 19th started on two siecial trains vi.a tY.e 1Tori;heln pacific Railway 
for Rawlins, Wyoming, where it arrivod' t he 24t'i and into camp. 

It took up the march for y+_hite i.i :r A er.cy on. ie 27th. 
At the muster of June 3,0 in camp on aa1;e R _v; r, 'iyo., the Colonel, 

Lieutenant Colonel, Major, and all the coaipan_es w:•re prosent. 
Major Orlando H. Moore and Companies Inc? I were left at Snake 

River, while the remainder x`' the Regicien.t continued. tine march, arriving 
at Camp on White River July 7. 

On September 26 Companies D, F, G, and H; Lieutenant Colonel Huston 
in command, left •the camp on White River; D and H enr jute to Fort Gar 
land, Col., where they arrived Oct. 6; F and G enrc.utu to 1' :>rt Lyon, Cob , 
where they arrived Oct. 7. 

On Dec. 15, 1880, General William B. Hazen, the C :lonel of the Re-
giment, was appointed Chief Signal Officer of she Arriy with the rank of 
brigadier general. He was succeeded by Brevet Major Generai Alexander 
MoD. McCook, promoted from the 10th Infantry 

On May 13, 1881, Companies F any: G left Fort Lyon for Mort Garland 
where theyjoined D and H, and under Captain Hamilton 8^ Hawking. formed 
the Infantry Battalion with General McKenzio'_s Expedition in ''ouch West-
ern 'olorado. The Battalion marched to the unction of the Grand and 
Gunnison Rivers via Cantonment Uncompahgre, and returning to Gunnison 
City, Col., was sent by rail via Cheyenne, Wyo., to Park City, Utah, en-
route to the junction of the Greene and Duchesne Rivers in Eastern Utah, 
where it arrived Sept. 17 and commenced building a post called Mort 
Thornburgh. 

I'he entire regiment had in the mean time been ordered to the De.-
partinent of the Platte. 

Company B arrived at Fort Hall, Idaho, Aug. 21; A reached fort Cameron 
on the 24th; and I took station at Fort Douglas on the 31st. 

The Headquarters with Companies C, E, and K, arrived at Fort ouglas 
on Sept. 12; and C joined A.at Fort Cameron on 'the 1.Fth. 

On April 27, 1882, Companies D. F. C, and: H, cnan~;e≥d station to the 
new site of Fort Thornburgh abandoning the cantonment at the mouth of the 
Duchesne. 

In May t'ompany E change, to Fort Washakio, 
the 18th. 

On Oct. 25 companies D, F, G, and H, fr o xz For. Th ~rnburgh joined the 
Headquarters at Fort Douglas. 

On May 2, 1883, Company B arrived at Fort Do' las from Fort Hall. 
Companies A and C abandoning Fort C~ meron• joined the remainder of the Re-
giment at Fort Douglas on the 14th. 

Companies C', I, and K,. Major Edward G. .Bush commanding, left June 
2 for Fort Thornburgh, arriving there on the 25d. '.Choy returned to Fort 
Douglas on Oct. 8., 

On the 12th Company E arrived from Fort v,ashakie and the entire 
regiment was concentrated at Fort Douglas, Utah. 

On Aug. 25, 1885, the Regiment marched to Weber Caron; Utah, and 
with the garrison of Fort Bridger f ormed a carp of instruction known as 
Ca Murray, under the command of General McCook, Co:npa_ky F was detached 
m this camp on Sept. 8, and sent to Evanston, *yo , L. assist in pre-
osr«ing peace at the Coal Mines. The remainder of egi,c,it returned 
to Fort Douglas on the 21st. On Oct. 19 Ccm.par.y F r turns.:. to Fort Doug-

fr om Evanston. 
Company K was detached from Fort Dou-;10 rid sta. :..cned in Solt Lake 

City on the 7th, on account of the d1.Si i :c. oCi.'.ition of a'Ca?.ro and ong 
the Mormons. 

In May, 1886, General McCook was mado C adant of +.he U.S. In-
fantry and Cavalry School, and the YeaJgaerter w;.re cent '.o J`ort Leaven-
wor .h, i.ns n , where they arri~red on tit

Gli June 6. 1886, Capt n :uc i . I. r . dock ; w:".o , E'ntore3 the Regiment 
as a d LLeu1;~nant Feb. 23 ? J36, was downed in the Granc; River naar 

U rt, ,lii l.e dir sting t h ro~isin ; .;f his Curn~:any, D, onroute to 

C J^lpani 'a H and I left Fort -F!ou 1aa . : n Julyl and joined the:Head+ 
quart.ors at Fort Leavenworth on the 4th. 

~<<~t arrivin, there on 



Companies A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and K, remained under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Nathan W. Osborne, 6th Infantry. 

Company D, returned to Fort Douglas from Southeast Utah Oct. 17. 
Companies B and G were engaged in making a road between Price Station on 
the Denver and Rio Grande Railway and Fort Duchesne, TJ,ah, during Septem-
ber and October. 

Company E relieved Company K in Salt Lake City Dec. 17. 
During September and October, 1887, Companies A and K were employed 

repairing the Duchesne road through Scldier's Canon„ 
On Nov. 5 `'ompanies F and K left Fort Douglas far the site of the 

new post near Chicago, Ill., and under the command of :Laor and Brevet 
Lieutenant Colonel William JA Lyster established a camp on the military 
reservation in the Highlands why re Fort Sheridan is . .ow situated 

In December Company j:' returned to tort I`oulás from Sa.i.t Lake City 
On June 1, 1888, 'Companies A, B, C, D, E, and G nnd.er Lieutenant 

Colonel Osborne, left Tort Douglas, changing station, for Fort Lewis, Col. 
where they arrived on the 4th. 

Company I changed from fort Leavenworth to Newport Barracks, Ky,, 
on April 26, 1889, 

Company G.arrived at Fort Leavenworth from Fort Lewis on May 1.. 
Company H' changed from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Gibson, I. T., Oct. 1. 
On the 26th Companies C and D arrived at Fort Riley, Kansas, from 

Fort Lewis. 
On July 11, 1890, the Colonel of the Regiment, Brevet Major General 

Alexander McD. McCook, was appointed Brigadier General. He ,was succeeded 
by Colonel Melville A. Cochran, promoted from the 5th Infantry. 

On July 21 orders were issued from the Filar Department skeletonizing 
Companies I and K by transferring the enlisted men to other companies of 
the Regiment.. 

On Aug. 19 the Headquarters and Company G left Fort Leavenworth for 
the new post near Newport, Kentucky, now known as Fort Thomas, where they 
arrived on the 20th and joined Company F from Fort Sheridan. 

Colonel Cochran assumed command of the Regiment at Fort Thomas on 
the 22d. 

Company E arrived at Newport Barracks On the 23d and A reached .Fort 
Wood, N. Y. H., on the 25th. Companics D and 'C arrived &t Forts Porter 
and Ontario, N. Y., respectively, on Sept. 6. Company B joined D at 
Fort Porter on the 7th and Company H arrived at Plat Lsb,4re h Barracks on 
the 26th, completing the transfer of the Regiment to the Department of 
the East. 

On May 5, 1892, Companies B and D from port Porter and C from Fort 
Ontario arrived at Fort Thomas. 

Company H joined Headquarters at Fort Thomas on the 19th. 
Nov. 1, 1892, the date of this sketch, finds the Sixth Infantry in 

its eighty-fifth y"ar, under the command of Colonel Melville a. Cochran, 
with Headquarters, bkeleton Uouipanies I and K, and Companies B, C, D, F, 
G, and H, at Fort Thomas, Ky.; Company A at Fort good, N. Y. H.; and 
Company E at Newport barracks, Kentucky. 

***#y\ ************************ ** ***************************************** 

The writer is undex obligations to Lieutenant Colonel Robert R. Hall; 
6th f. ntry, for much information as to the original organization of the 
regiment; to' Captain Jeremiah?. Schindel, 6th Infantry, fL L e great deal 
ccncerning the late war; to 1st Lieutenant Benjaniin r Atanson, 6th 
Infrw.try, for the use of his private scrapbooks containing autog raph 
letters of his grandfather, General Henry Atkinson, a r :~ intor ting mem-
oranda.; and to Sergeant Major Charles H. Devereux, 5 'a Iafantra , for his 
excellent painstaking work in collecting and extracting value bi.e matter 
frog the regimental records, of which in h.s pt scr..t position ho has been 
in?reod gate custodian for more than eighteen ,years.: 
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