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THE BERLIN-HELMSTEDT AUTOBAHN

1. The Autobahn between Helmstedt and Berlin is the only
authorized motor vehicle route to and from Berlin, This land route
covers a road cistance of approximately 104.8 miles (164.4 kn).

2. Autobahn Checkpointsi

a. There are four checkpoints on the Berlin.-Belmstcdt
Autebahn through which ciéch individual vehicle must be processad,
These checkpoints listed. according to direction of trevel, are:

.

(1) Trav:ling to Bsrlins
(a) VUi, Checekpoint Alpha -~ [Jelustedt
(b) Soviet Checkpoint - derienborn
(¢) Soviet Checkpoint =~ Batzlsborg
(é) TUS Checkpoint Bravo = Herlin

(2) Traveling to Helmstecdts
(a) USE Checkpoint Brave - Rerlin

b) Soviet Chuckpoinrt Tabolaborg
e

(¢) G&oviet Cueekpoint - Maricnborn
(@) US Checkpoint Alpha - Jfelmstedt

be You will not process through any checkpoint othor
than thoss listed above,

- / .
3. Emergency Wrecker/Ambulance Scrviceg .

If an accident snould occur between the two US checkpeoints,
the areas of rosponsibility for providing emergcncy wvackar!ambuy
lanec service are roughly divided by the Elbe River, ohoul?d un
accicdent occur on the Autobahn East of the Elbe River, tho wrecker
or ambulance, both US would be dispatched from Bewrlin. I the




accident takus place West of the Elbe River, the responsibility
rests with the British and US forces in Helmstedt. The wrecker
will be British and the ambulance Americarn.

4, To avoid incidents and to assure that the traveler unde¢i=
stands his rcsponsibilities in connection with travel on the Autobaii,
he must be properly documented =and thoroughly briefed.

5« Documentation:

a. Documentation consists of two types of movement orders,
(1) Flag-Type:
(a) Written in BEnglish, French and Russian,
(b) Issued bys
L. CIRC, USAREUR

2+ Arbuscador or Charge d'Affaires,
US Embassy, Bonmne.

3« US Commander, Berlin.
(¢) Authorized for:

l. POVs licensed by UL AREUR, COMZ, SETAF,
Embassy.

2. Single military sedans,

(2) Convoy Movement Orders

(a) Written in ZLnglish and Ruscian,
(b) Isesucd bys
US Comnand:ar, Berlin, only,

(c) Authorized fors

le Two or more military sedans traveling
in convoy.

2 Sihgle’ wilitary trucks,
Je Military convoyss

2




be. A peculiarity.exists between the two types of orders.
One flag-type order is issued for cach identity document. One
movement ordcr (convoy type) is issued per convoy regardless cof the
number of trucks or the rumber of personnel in the convoy; only the
convoy commander's name appuars on the order. The trucks and per-
sonnel are indicated by number only.

6. From this point on the only difference in the briefing
between a POV and a military convoy is that the traveler in the POV
is bricfed at the US Checkpoint, and the convoy comminder is briefed
by the Autobahn Operations Officer at Berlin or Helmstedt.

7« Processing of Travelers: (POV, only)

a. Documents he must present at the US Checkpoint:
ID Card, Flag-Type Movement Order, Travel Authorization, Vehicle
legistration.

be Traveler then must rcads Annex B, UCAREUR Cir 550-180,
and Contingency Instructionse.

¢s Traveler then briefed on route by the use of photographs
and sketch map.

de Traveler then gsked = ssries of guestions to insure
that he understonds the contents of both the documents he has read,

es« Traveler then executes & certificate.

f. ©Traveler then handed a travel packet which containss
sketch map, mileage chart, two breakdown slips, copy of .nnex B,

Z« Traveler's car is inspected to insure that it has:
e full tank of gas, good spare tire, tire changing tools, lights in
vorking condition and that the car is in good overall mechanical
condition.

8. Processing of Convoy Commanders:

a., Same as traveler in YOV with the exception of emergency
equipment that must be carried by each military truck, This equip-
ment iz as follows: threc days' C-rations pcr man, canvas cot,
cooking stove, cooking gus, comfort kit.

9. Travel Through the Soviet Zones

8« Opecd Limits:

(1) The maximum speed limit on the Berlin-Helmstedt
Autobahn is fifty (50) miles per hour. Time limits for travel

0




betwecn US Checkpoints ares

(a) Yormal meather conditions:

Maximum Minimum
Passenger (Cars 4 hours 2.5 hours
Single Cargo Trucks 5 hours 3 hours
Convoy of Trucks . 7 hours 4 hours

(b) Adverse wenther conditionss

Fassenger Cars 6 hours 3 hours
Single Cargzo Trucks 7 hours 4 hours
Convoy of Trucks 8 hours s 5 hours

b. _Harassment:s It is possible that you will encounter
speed traps,vehicle inspecticon points, and other types of harassment
decsigned by the Eust Germans to hinder your travel through the
Autobahn. If you are stopped by the East Germans, keep alert, do
not show any documents of any type, do not allow your vehicle to
be entercd for any means whatsoever, do not enter into any discussion,
and do not pay any type of a fine., If you are not permitted to
proceed, request to see a Soviet officer. If such an incident
occurs, be sure to report all the facts pertinent to the MNP on duty
at the US Checkpoint.

c. DBreakdown on the Autobahns Two emergency breakdown
slips are contained in the Travel Packet, These breakdown slips are
to be used when a vehicle becomes unable to procerd and when it is
beyond the capability of available US personnel to repair or tow the
vehicle. - The slips will be properly filled out; one will be given
to the driver of a vehicle enroutec to Berlin and the other to the
driver of a velicle enroute to Helmstedt; the drivers to whom the
breakdown slips are given should be requested to give the slips to the
P at the -US Checkpoint. A military wrecker will be dispatched to
tow the vehicle. Occupants must remain with the disabled vehicle
until the virecker arrives.

10, Decbriefings Upon exit from the Autobahn the traveler and/
or the convoy commander will stop #t the US Checkpoint., Here he
will be debriefed. This consists of a series of qucstions designed
to determine 'if 2n incident or unusual occurrence took place while
he traveled the Autobahn.




